Veteri nary Medical

~ An Educational Program for School Students

T .




il

I

[

Jl‘




OVMA'S |
"SEE A VETERINARIAN"

Live’stock Safetyfor Kids

“ The following approach is recommended for presenting the See A

Veterinarian (SAV) program on Livestock Safety for Kids:

Review the Livestock Safety Teacher Fact Sheet and other
inserts to familiarize yourself with the subject matter and
. the program.

Check with your school librarian for a copy of the
- "Livestock Safety for Kids" video to show in the classroom.

Enlist the help of a local veterinarian to. assist in the
presentation of livestock safety information to the students.
If you would like help-in finding an OVMA member
veterinarian, please call the OVMA Office at (405) 478-
1002.

Copy and distribute the activity sheets as needed. All may
be reproduced in their entirety or selected items may be
used as the teacher finds most appropriate for the group.

Give a copy of the Take Home Sheet to each student:

Veterinary Medical Association. Your thoughts and

ﬁ - Complete and return the evaluation form to the Oklahoma
comments are appreciated. Thanks!

See A Veterinanan Livestock Safety for Kids
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leestock Safety For Krds

_ The purpose of the Lrvestock
Safety forKrds educatlonal klt is fo revrew
basrc lrvestock behavror safety
precaut[ons and lnjury preventlon trps
Visiting farm animals like horses. and
cattle is an excellent learning expenence
for elementary students. To ensure that
the learning’ expérience is positive and
safe, children should learn how to behave
around these large ahimals.

Interaction with farm anrrnals rarely
cause fatalrtles but can be a srgnlflcant

source of injuries.. Accordrng to the

National Farm Safety for Children--Safety
First Program, of the children that are
injured: each year on farmis, over 50% do
not hve on. farms: Another interesting
statistic is that Ilvestock or farm ammals
cause 40% of all farm related injuries . of
children that are treated in hosprtals The
average .urban, chrld in our society has
very. . I|ttle if any,. "real Irve" contact wrth
I|vestock or farm animals. They are very
unaware of what is considered normal
livestock behavior and how to safely
behave or react to these ‘farm-:ahimals,
therefore injuries can result. '

Al livestock’ can cause 1njur|es if
not treated with the’ proper respect and
care. A child's. Iack of ‘experience and
knowledge ‘small- body size - and Iack of
strength ‘patural. - euriosity and the
tendency to explore with their hands;
places them at greater.risk for injury than
adults. Public school children -are often
exposed to livestock on school field trips
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Fact Sheet for Teachers
Carolynn MacAlllster, DVM Author

to pettlng zoos Ilvestock shows (both
county and state Ievel) and farm vrsﬂsﬁ
through . the "Ag in;. the Ctassroom"f
curnculum - The, best ‘way. to prevent
injuries ‘ is for:children -to:: understand
norial farmanimal behavror and how to;
respond to anhd" behave approprrately
around these animals '

leestock are an |mportant part of
our soolety ltisa Iot of fun to learn about
animals and.their behavior by. vrsrtrng a
farm,.z0o, county. or state fair. When you
take on the responsibility- of interacting.
with' livestock, it-is' important to. learn.
about normal farm' animal behavior and
how to be safe. Close supervision and
educatron are very 1mportant when
around Irvestock When.' “children are
taught how to safely 1nteract wrth farm
anrmals they will feel confldent and Iearn
SO much mare whlle wsrtlng a farm Z0oo
or-similar facility. In fact, the animals. will
even behave better so it is a fun learmng
event for all. .

Contact your local veterinarian. for

more information.about livestock safety or
animal-health concerns. -

Livestock Safety for Kids




LIVESTOCK PERGEPTION -

Vision

from humans. Some livestock, like cattle,
can see almost all the way around
themseives (or have panoramlc V|3|on)
because their éyes dre located on either
sﬂe -:of thelr heads. Even though they
EY ; swe field of vision, it is
= .. important to realize
hat they-_have a
blind spot and
*.cannot see directly
behmd themselves.

falr[y good- field of vision bt objects
closér than’ 4 feet aré out of focus and
their blind spots-are beneath their lower
jaw and' directly behind them. If you
approach an:animal from their blind spot,
this will typically frighten the animal and
they may kick to protect themselves.

. Most farm animals especially cattle
and swine have difficulty judging distance
or._have poor depth perception. This

cayses them to be very sensitive to-

contrasts; that is why they tend fo be
sklttrsh of ‘shadows. Fafm arimals ‘aiso
have a problem dlscernlng details such as
small opemngs (for example a partlally
opened gate). '

Hearing
_ Livestock have excellent hearing
- and can detect sourids people can't-hear.
Since their hearing is very
sensitive, loud noises
especially. high pitched,
squealing or screaming can
hurt their ears and frighten §
them. When you approach a
farm animal, it is important to
be calm and:speak quietly so the animal
is aware of your presence. Approach the

See A Velerinarian

Livestock vision is very . drfferent. ‘

Horses also have a
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: anlmall at. their shoulder,

in a well-lit
=env:ronment so they can
easily see  you. Never
pproach a farm animal from
the  rear especially . directly
‘behind, that is their blind spot.
Also,

never grab for an
_ anlmals ..head, sudden
movementswr[l frighten them. If you need

to hold or touch their he: d approach from!
thelr shoulder speaking softly, gently
stroklng the shoulder and’ work: sfowly
toward the head. ' |

LIVESTOCK BEHAVIOR

Charactenstlcs Behawor
And Instinct .

Livestock usually aré larger and
stronger than’ people and; because of
their size, can éasily - :
calse injury. Children
are at an even greater
risk .for crushing or . @
trampling .injuries. . |
because not only are
they smaller but they,
often lack = an
understandlng of , ¢4
normal - livestock behavror and the
presence of mind to react safe]y to these
Iarge antmals

Terrltorlal Instinct '

- Most animals including llvestock
have a strong territorial instinct. They can,
be protective. of _their i
"home" Wthh may be a
stall, pen, or pasture,
especlally male animals
like bulls, stallions; boars
and rams. Thése male
animals are typically :
large and often unpredlctable Fences on
a farm, livestock show, zoo or any type of
facility containing Iivestock are there to
protect both humans and animals. A
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fenced -area should . not be-. entered
without permlssron and supervrsron b"" an
adult. Fences or - :

pens are ‘made
out of avarlety of*:

dependmg on the i
type of animal it
is confmlng Two - = - g
fencing- materials commonly used are
électric or sharp barbéd: wire- both can
cause 3|gn|f|cant mjury to chlldren

R : ‘ i

Maternal tnstmct w et
-~Baby-animals are so cute soft and

cuddly However, - mother anlmals will

often” be- overprotect:ve of therr young
This type of innaté: :
protectlve behavior:- .
is called a maternal-“- ,
instinet.-. This 4
instinct becomes T e
apparentin  animals-. '+ v '

with the birth of- babres Because of this
instirict, ~mothers™ are® typlcally SVETY
protective of their. young and view.péople
asa threat, Consequently, their behavior
can be’ unpredlctable and. aggressive.
Some mothers will actually run or kick at

people to protect their babies, Animals
that are protectlve or upset often show-

-*aggresswe ;
Warmng signs
“they mrght “show
-are:’ gars’’ back,
' --:p-‘aiwmg, ‘rdised
back, kicking,
stomping, tail-
tucking, bared
teeth, snorting,
growling, squealing or any other unusual
noises.

See A Veterinanrian

These © animals- will -

Animal Roufines and Flight Zones .
v Livestock-are “creatures of habrt"

These animals :get - very. userto-and

comfortable with:their routines: Routings

are: actr\ntres lrke the ‘how, :whio,: what_
SR TG where of handling,

t»::’ orfeeding.” “An
Iy alteration to - their

can  cause :an

o animal tos become
agltated resultlng in unpredlctable
behavior that may”~cause:injury. People
that interfere with a routine or. get'in the
path of a farm animal that is:being.moved.
are'at risk - of *being huft or. run: over.
Another circumstance that may..cause
livestock that are not tame toreact
unpredictably, is a person getting too
close or moving: too quickly- into . their
comfort or “flight zone". The. animal will
become -skittish~ or. may -run.. over. the
person.-Also, farm-animals that usually.

* live.in-a herd or-flock, like cows.or'sheep,

depend:-on: their “social relationships.
become . highly
agitated-.-and/of. - frightened .. when
separated from other.members of a.herd

~or flock.If: flock -or herd: anrmals .can.

maintain some type.of contact with'each.
otheryithey often will remaln_ calm:while
being handled:- Therefore: it is important
notto rush at them or to come in between
: - ‘these . animals

) becausea crushlng
i Or krcklng |n]_ury
ST ‘may result. It is
'~ best to'view a herd
type animal behlnd
_ a fence, or outsrde

a pen You should not stick your arm or
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any type of objeét through the‘fence-or
~ inte‘the pen:to:pet or scratch:any animal.
If-the .owner- allows you to .enter a:pen
with. an -animal: (w;th adult: supervision),
always be:alert; ‘aware of the. animal's
behavzor and watch for beha\nor warming
signs:. . If you
approach .
- animal;that is part'
- of..a .group, you
should:stay aware
of.the:behavior of ¥y X ]
all: the: animals . in -l ML TS
the ‘group; :and - . ,
keep yourself-inca - ;
safe posmdn Be sure to never- turn your
back on an: anlmal espemally in a group
S|tuat|on : :

Ammal Feedmg Behav:or

“Some farm . animals become
aggresswe at feeding time so allow them
space while they eat--no petting. Avoid
hand feeding especially "treats". The
livestock owners know the type and how
much feed each animal should be given.
‘Tre "ts;. or any food
he anlmal isn't
used to eating can
cause gastro-
“intestinal upset. A

caces e farm animal should
not be hand-fed because these animals
often-can't tell what'is food and what is a
finger and a bite can resuit. If you are
given permission by the ownerto feed; do
so with.adult supervision and:place: feed
into the appropriate container for that
animal like a bucket or trough.

HEALTH _CO.N_CERNS

Zoonotic Dlseases -

' Zoonoses are mfectlous dlseases
that can be transmfrted between animals
and humans. Thére are approximately
200 zoonoses with 50 in the U.S. When

See A Veterinarian
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visiting -an animal fagllity,
<neverspet. dr:-touch. an.

\ animal - that- .
pears - sick
ical sighs ofa
sicka ay include a runny 2%
nose, -seruffy Raircoat or hair 3

loss (especlally w1th red scaly
areas), watery eyes or . loose - -stools,
Animals ; that are: sick. \often react to
people in an unpredictable- manner like
biting or.: kicking because’.they. aren't
feeling well. A few examp[es of zoonotic
diseases that can infect.livestock .are
salmonella, !eptospiresm -tabies,
trichinesis; and..ringworm.. Even theugh
zoonoses -can be a:potential- health: risk
when handling animals, . preventative
measures such as. keepmg animal
facilities clean, immunizing animals, and
practicing. good personal: hygtene after
handlmg ammals and-thejr facilities, can
minimize the risk of exposure to humans.
It.is important when. visiting a farm, zoo,
livastock: fatr or.. any faClllty where

livestock i -are to
W e ar wy. . ) protective
ctothing {2 ‘{shoes
t h.at v cover
yo U rf g feet),
don't put:| g anyth| ng
in -+ your: AY mouth,

k e.e:p: o v o ur
hands- out of

your mouth and Wash yo‘ur hands after
handling, feeding or petting livestock,
especially before eating.
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