roblem: The child can't, won't, or
is not permitted to attend school,

but only needs a credit or two to grad-
uate. The child is an agricultural
migrant, is sick or pregnant, or has
been suspended or expelled. None of
the above are reasons for denying the
student the diploma that he or she will
need to open other doors to social and
economic security.

Solution: Give the student Course in
a Box! Depending on the subject credit
needed, all the materials necessary are
pre-packaged, with appropriate self-
helps, quizzes and tests, so that the
student may study at home during
whatever time is available. It is self-
paced and help is available, depending
onlocal arrangements, either by phdne
or by coming to the school for brief
consultation or tutorial sessions dur-
ing or after hours. The content is
superior to that contained in the usual
GED preparation and is available to
younger students. Many students
have used it successfully to achieve
high school graduation who would
have found it impossible to do other-
wise. Depending on the school and the
student’s motivation, it may be possi-
ble to accelerate graduation, although
that is not the original intent.

Recently, a grant for $205,000 was
awarded to Traverse Bay AreaInterme-
diate School District for the
development and dissemination! of
these materials to migrant students.
TBAISD will produce several hundred
copies of four to six subjects. Present
plans call for units in History, Math,
Science, Government and English.
Other states have developed similar
packages and the coordinated national
effort is known by the acronym PASS
for Portable Assisted Study System.
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HISTORY OF PASS

PASS originated in California in 1978
as part of the Secondary School Mi-
grant Dropout Prevention Program. It
was designed to allow migrant high
school students to earn credits
through the completion of self-di-
rected semester courses as they moved
with their families from one school dis-
trict to another. One ‘school district
issued the credits for all PASS courses,
a model that has been adopted by
many other states. Migrant educators
from other states soon learned of the
California program and its success. Ar-
kansas and Washington started using
the program in 1981, Arizona and Ore-
gon in 1983 and New York and
Wisconsin in 1984. Twenty-five states
were using the program in various de-

ees by the summer of 1988, ten years
after its beginning.

All states are indebted to California
for the development and sharing of the
original PASS courses. Major and
minor revisions have been made but
thebasic content and format have been
maintained. Other states have devel-
oped additional courses. There are
over forty PASS courses now available.

With PASS spreading to other states
it was evident that middle school stu-
dents also had unmet educational
needs because they too worked in the
fields and orchards. Mini PASS courses
were developed in Wisconsin starting
in 1985. Mini PASS is an extension of
PASS for middle school students
(grades 6, 7 & 8). There are twenty-six
mini PASS courses.

WHEN CAN PASS BE TAKEN?

A PASS course can be taken during the
school year to supplement the regular

school course offerings or it can be
taken in summer programs while the
student is actively engaged in agricul-
tural or fishing employment.

HOWDOES IT OPERATE?

1. Student need for a supplementary
course is assessed.

2. Student eligibility is determined.

3. Student, course, and teacher (con-
tact person) are brought together.

4, Studentworksindependently with
teacher monitoring.

5. Student completes five unit activity
books and tests for each semester
coutrse.

6. Final grade is awarded.

Often a student only needs one or two
units to complete a course started in a
home-base classroom. This is referred
to as PASS Assist.

WHAT PASS COURSES ARE
AVAILABLE?

The number of PASS courses available
varies from state to state; however all
states offer courses in English, Social
Studies and Mathematics. There are
courses in Science, Art, Study Skills
and Drivers Education. Most courses
areavailable for purchase from the pro-
ducing states of; California, Michigan,
Washington and Wisconsin.

Mini PASS courses are available in
Reading, Language Arts, Mathematics,
Science and Social Studies from Mich-
igan and Wisconsin.

WHATIS IN APASS PACKET?

Each semester course consists of a
packet of five units of student study
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achvity booklets, a test for each unit, a
teacher’s edition or contact person
manual and supplementary books or
materials. Generally the packets con-
tain everything the student needs to
complete the course.

HOW ARE CREDITS AWARDED?

Credits may be issued from one school
district in a state, each local district or
by the migrant student’s home-based
school district. Course credit has been
approved by various accreditation as-
sociations for secondary and
post-secondary schools. Students are
able to earn full or partial credit. They
can make up course deficiencies or
work toward graduation require-
ments. Students may also enroll in

courses for remediation, self-improve-
ment and enrichment purposes.

HOWIS THETROGRAM
FUNDED?

Generally, Chapter 1 Migrant Edu-
cation funds are used to support the
development and distribution of the
courses in each state. Courses pur-
chased from the producing states are
also paid for with migrant funds.

Atpresent, PASS materials are avail-
able free of charge to migrant students
wherever a migrant project is funded
by the Office for Migrant Education,
Michigan Department of Education.
Students using PASS materials may be
counted in membership aslongas they

meet other requirements for Fourth
Friday Count.

Allinquirjes should be directed to Ms.
Jean Franco, Traverse Bay Area Interme-
diate School District, 710 S. Elmwood,
Traverse City, Michigan 49684, (616) 946
6660. For more information about PASS
contact: Marion D. Stiles, Michigan
PASS Director, PASS Regional Office,
9534 Red Bud Trail, Berrien Springs, MI
49103, (616) 471-1139.

NOTES:

1. This text was developed by the Interstate
PASS Commiltee; a cooperative organization of
educators dedicated to assisting Secondary Mi-
grant Students earn credits towards high school
graduation.

orities in the inner city, much of
e Hlspamc population continues to

‘nic leaders in AIDS services. -

ork say risk groups among Hispanic
ople may be the toughest that they

The predominant religion forbids the

i F

i’earsfefter health officials identi-.
d a high incidence of AIDS among’
Hignore or deny the threat, say Hispa-

Those active in AIDS preven‘aon )

ustreach. Language canbe abarrier.

e of condoms and rejects homosex--
1tal behavior, making these subjects-
difficult for many to discuss. Sharply
fined sex roles: prevent many:

By ereya Navarro

“The Hlspanlc commumty in Newf

York City isin terrible danger,” said the
City Health Commissioner, Dr. Ste:

phen C. Joseph, “and lt’_s kind of

‘sleep-walking through it.” .
The same warmng:s echoed in other
~ major cities. .

In Miami, incidence of the dlsease 15'

‘increasing at a faster rate for Hispanic

residents than for other groups there. : -
- Hispanic residents now account for. -
.29 percent of the city’s 3,

smen from _takmg the Iead in prac-. o

ing s safe ex

"eases ‘the

AIDS and Hlspamc People. A Threat Ignored*

mg’ needles for mt:ravenous drug use
and who often end up transmitting it
to female sex partners, and eventu ally

" to their children.

When the two ethnic groups are put

_ 'together, the statistics are striking. In a

city with the highest incidence of AIDS

- in‘the country, 84 percent of women

with AIDS are black or Hispanic, as are
90 percent of the children with AIDS.
Among Hispanic and black residents,

=both men; and women between the
- dges of 25 and44 AIDS is the leadmg

iuse of d h .




