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Tlus anticle doscrbies the soehal oot of
thee migration-riiated HIV epidentde i west
ern Megieo, e recent yews, epilémiologieal
and etmogragpdie rescirch bis stggested
thal s increasing propcion of AIDS cases
m Megleo are related to Mexiean men's be
corming mfeeted 1n the Limted States aned
then retuvming home o infect their wives® A
growihg body of work hies demonstaed
eross-tiltnml vanation inpecple’s ieps and
emmotins uboul desire; parimer choice, amd
sexual behaviors,” and in this article we
apply these insights abiout e soctal con-
struekion of sexality (o stogdy how soclal
canted shapes women's sk of mHgritim-
related HIV and sexwially fransmitfeil disense

Avijust QO Wy B0 Moo B | Amerieun Jourmnl ef Puslic Health

LY, PR L prespira s NSt '.=|'|;:'_-‘_l'| TIEn

11305 commitmant t-an iliusion of Tty wiil hin

trgetod toward therm, Fuartharmone

e e g

(TES 8%

vtemsesual marntal HiV ransmussion & 10

Al - P

STD inlection. Specilivally. we show how g
shalt fowwaird 8 more companionate marftal
el among women from 2 migrant-cending
commnitiee i Mexico bas created generm-
tional differencesth women's sttiodes fo-
wand men's sexual whdelity, and we arguo
that a growing emphasts o sesunl infimasy
within marmiage may coose young Mexican
womert o b particalarly ooeested i gmaor
my evidence of infideliny

Previows studies of A nsk demal hase
tlemonstratod how women's commsimient to
the dlugston of fdehty can merease the rsk of
infection with HIV® Here, we document
AL sk denial i o contest in swhich it s
not previousty boen noted, and we sliow how
1 may potoninlly be exscetbiated by chang-
ng notices alwil mardiol infiney. We also
stgpest that the same heas thal hinder wome

ens recopnition of their nsk may: contism pos-

silities for culmmally relevian prevention
messages rgeded ot men

As we trace the contours of sexuality n
these migrnt-sending communibies, we dis
cuss differenees between older and younger
women in lerms of how they talk about sexu-
ality, marringe, and infitlelity. These geoeme

totul eldferemoes cull attention botl io e
urrirtanies: of stidying how sexuality cianges
pirrss fre e Lo e teonie pessibilily thit
Inereased aommunicatiom between maried
cosples about some pspects of sexuality Such
a5 sl plensure) does ot necessarily
iy A greater hkelihiod of commuonicating
abioul the risk of infection wod the need for
prevention, We also describe differences
amyr wornen inchow they nterprel this dis-
corrse about maniad intmacy ol the e
iy ol mfickolity, pointing out that changes m
e soeial comstroctions of sexualily are ool
viniform neross socen Inoour conclisim, we
crtijue programs that wim o prevent hetere-
saaual TV transmussion by working with
marmicid women and mike spme congrete
sugpestions on how these indings aboot sexo-
ality e marriage could be used o shape a
culturally rolevant prevention campaign for
Mesican mgrants

METHODS

Thy ehatay - emme from n comgamative ethno-
eraphicstudy of gemlor, sexvality, and reprm-
ductive health nmong Mexicans from o mi-
smni-pyporting commmomity inorural western
Mesco." The broader study explored the of-
fract of senerstional and migration-nekaed
changs on gender and sexuality and the wis
these changes 1 gender and sexuality shape
reproductive health practices.: The prismcy
ettt of dena collection was lile history -
trraviews, eopddocted with 13 wonien i A
e sunmed 18 m thoe SMescioun commumties.”
The bife nstory mlormants i Adania wone -
et oeim o el sel of resenrch contacts
from El Fuerte ta ruml conumuuty i Michos-
e st o Thepolindo (o town in Jalisco
st whin lived in the Atlanta metropolitin
are, The life history informants m the Mexi-
can fiekl sites wore the sisters or sistérsan-law
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TABLE 1—Summary of Sample [I'lltl_‘llmﬂm for Key Informants (Life History Informants [LHis] and Selected Mothers and Husbands of LHIs)

Kenco Fose Sites Rilants Fedd Sites Tokal-Samplifor Bey ldarmant intesiews
- T - |
Cegpliadn, Jfiscn Kenngs, G
9 Ui {50l whea had vgeatiesiced mipratsn folatesd T LHIS 5 of whem T evptienced rmigrtion refated mpousal 26 LS 14 had mepedanted migration mésted tpousal
st separations of 3 moath) SEparEtine T >3 monii) sepatrtinan of 3 monthe*
A mutliers of Lifis 1 paines of LHls 8 muiners o Lilky'
B iy o7 LHEs 5 ustaads ot LHL & bistunds of L
£ Fuerte, MitFnacen Dorsilla, iz
A 1EE (7 of whom had eapeienig spomsa! T LK 1 of shor had S ntea igratio ke oo
sepEmion of =3 manins) sEqmRHian of =3 monkhs)
3 Mothes of LIS Comyw: Ga
A LR {2 of whem bad exseitacs] Spoosal spmstions of
*3 maha)

"Wimien IrrtﬂMtfﬂMmtﬂﬂﬁ in Deageitnda had matchas |5istem o tekaryin i) mﬁmmuﬂdﬂmﬁ&ﬂhﬁmmlﬂmﬂd in Michoacan tad msinhis is Convess. Fof more desall on
s3mile cestouction, sae Hesch.|
"Fen 10 of those 14 coupkes, The periods of sensrafinn were s byl s & 2ar oe T 2t a shteh, 5ol of thomn 10 tizd spent most of e masmiead lves Wying paet, with the men smaking Ancel ot
IHErmuAl vty Lo Mexdn
;ﬁnmm o re masehed paiis of woman war sicturs dnd o0 of the LS mothers was cetwssed, Toa 8 methirs interduwtil tepresentsd mue han fall of th T4 midhirs who £zl ool
ave boen intorrsmed.
“Trom te 265 Ui, there wers ily 22 leisbands who cuuld iessibly have been intaiewed Becase 2 LHY wese ot marfie and tie hisaanis oF 2 o6fes wirked ssmigmnt lasorers i The Untid
-%Mmm!mnu.-M&wmmﬂ Foarty were willing o be infeadmeerd fematly, flthoagh soveral dnd £ngsge in casml eomessaton wils R prisinal investigtor over the cosise of
I D wrk

TABLE 2—Summary of Ethnographic Methods Employed. by Population, Topics, and Sample Size

Methed | e Histom hinesviews” Semtuciiesd nensess’ Pafticirt Obsaevalion
Poquiilicn 38 fife fistory |rofmants B4 ho it histary infrmants” mothets Firpenry vt e At s f i vnimetes lefed
and & ol theit fushands 82 hiskary i gl {
Jopss Costdhand i famy Ve U5 Mesics miggathon faamesational ad migrafinn related chasges in gendar, !
Sorcha et s L5-Metm amgration Couietehipy wd mervriage setsumty, Reraity gl and demiify planding Eacto=s
Gender 3nd the Joemustic divtdmn-af bur Infietity |
Messination, myrpduchor. ard TRty comtnl Fetiity tigaian !
Henith, resnodjiclie healts, and sevesll tansmitted disesses I
Louriship g marfes! iy
Quamity 6 milh ) 1l mstamy mlirmant {fofa! n=156] 1 with 2ech iy b (ks p=15} T momths i Wexicn figld sie
Hmmthiﬂll.thnla fleld sies”

Wﬁﬁﬁhwﬂﬁmhﬂmh‘m o thed mwmﬁhmrlhwflnmmwﬂﬁm{hmm nn'lrmnmhumﬂﬂuamm mmmmmm
A S e o bt Ahe same ordetRn effSe s e, however, to mimic & mane et shyle of comersafice: The Sramsenbasd imtérvians: which contiin miny lengiiy digresoes bom the
specific fuestans, refleet (e kot thal womim wepe encorgded b tese e men aushority 3 cumirz) eapents o gitkte and taach (e ilaniemwer, Mneover the (nterview puldes wore modifisd
seserl tmes o the course of (he stody b Incommraie knowledpz gaanad fram these dprsices and tn feclude Wpies and vecaiilary that pear itordews Nad sugpested sam ey o tocal
utdprstandingt These modifications ta th teseanch instnimant e opics! of Mo mmmmmmgm:mmh'm Inerease e validicy omd nliooetity of 1he data peneiad by maieag
it 4Pt s i inchurles locally iresningiul Hems and c#npancs.

“hplanta e privite Homes, doctar’s ofices. and feligioos, sacat and Ut crole uvente el showess ) Doty Showers, iy jacties, baes. s family meats), Mesica stes: prevatz homes, |
Wnitling stome, and reifgioes, socian, wad e oyle events {bnial showers and Dby shmeers, wesdings, praduztung. first comniniom, Chistmas e, ieligou procession, bk maris, |
Wikl Wss and enok ool Sunday svesngs i1 the plaral,

of the mformants m Allanta Tables T oand 2

v 175 OULE ather estirates place the num-

sunmarize the samphng strategy and ethoo-
graphic methods. The Mexiean feld sites con-
sisted of Degollodo wnd El Fuerie The Cen-
s Birean estimates (hal the Latino
poputlaticn af the Atlonts metrppolilan aren i
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her closer to 250000,

e ebatar s thusy stuchy comsest-of the tran-
seribed nterviews and el otes. The analy-

i anvioivis] multiple readings of die wsy In

e first reading. we genemted topical theimes

i e antfidelity) and sorted seetrons-of parative
i sepavpie opiesl files for ench code. In the
eevond veading, we looked o the vaniability
within: topies (e differences i what women
st about nfickefity) 1o establish subeodos. A
thard byl of analyss wvobed explorng il
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ferenees hetween e suboodes—that s, look-
ing at the sacwel differrmoes between women
who said they woukd never confront thewr
hushand if faced with evidence of infidelity
andd tese who said that they meght For a
e detailed fiscusston of analyhic methods,
et Hirsely and also Miles and Hubormaon, ™

US-MEXICO MIGRATION AND
THE MIGRATION-HIV NEXUS

There s a lrmg history of labor migragion 15
the United States from western Mexico: some
of those wlerviowed for this sty had fathers
and wrandithess who had fravelsd to the
United States o5 tempornry Inbor migranes
The proparion of Mexican migrants to the
United States that is female has increased m
the past decads, ™ but sigmifican numbers of
miarmed and namarmed men still tavel north
for 9-ar 10 menths every vear fiom towis
theopghout Mexaco, leaving their wives or mrl-
Iriends bohind . As indicated in Tabde 1, 19 of
the 26 Hife history mformants had expert
eticed these extended marital suparatione

Megican migrons’ rilutive youtls, teiy
foneliness and social solation, and the Tt
thot many nre smple or trevelmg without
trir spouses oy make them likely oseek
sexual activity. and low lovels of education

I
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el limited Enplish may ke o hander to
reach these migrants with messapes about
HEV prevention, ™ Seeinl Bctors such s more
prrrmssrve sexual nomms, the Tugher e
deniee of THVAAITIS {eapecially i thie states
Waert e brens thue destinabions Tor great
orbers OF Moxivan migrans], more wide-
sprend wse of injected drugs. e Inck of
Spamsh-language preveution campalgns snd
magranis’ imited aocess to heolfin semviees
cam also imerese thelr vilnermbility w 1IV."
Migration mself. which 5 a product of the po-
lineal anel economic relatonships between
(b Lniteeed States and Mexico," may pal
Mesadams at nisk, becaisse men who expori-
ehee extendad seprations from thew pre
mary pariners miy be more likely 10 enpage
in extrunaritul sex."

Migration has cmerged as o rsk facior foe
AILS i rural Mextoo (Frgure 1) In 1095,
20% of rusal Mesican ALDS coses were
amang men who hiad bren in the Unied
Stutes, while vply 6% of peaple acoomiting
fior the wrban cuses repomed travel 1o the
Urpited States " 1 Jaliseo (where Degollndo is
fecaled), one study foand that hall of the mdi-
vidusls reparted 1o have ATDS had bavelsd
tor foreign countrics,"” and in neighbioding Mi
choncan, where El Fuere is lomied, 30% of
thiese with ALDS bl traveled o the United

B
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FIGURE 1—Percentage of Maxican AIDS cases classified as rural,
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Slates ™ Buoause women aceotnt for 20% af
il cases bt ooly 149% af urban opes, 1
oy peprecially urpent to expbore how bife m
furnd Mixico pliaces women at incvensed
risk ™ Many hove argued that semsamal lebor
miigmation 1o the United staley s esponsible
fur these drbon—nural differences in sex n
tios I migmation-rolated heterosexinl brns
miission of TV IS 10 be prevented, it s inguae
tend dir ki more about marial sexuality in

runal Mleewnie,

RESULTS

HIV/AIDS Risk Denial and HIV

Frivention Strategies
J: S i o o prevenl ALDS ™
1= "Wedl, miresty iy jinst hunvingg s weih yoor
husbad, and i fhiey wie running deiend, ther
udrrg f comdrin, bt i ol ey eestwnnthy
betase sometiies they breaks v thiy conge
G, o s ke dine. sl e yews a-nd rink.”
1wy il Ty jrasd. Diavingy seew with your
hewhand, bur whal 1 be i mommang e on
Fin
E: el ivs mispised 1o be Toth, of sou-—-1 jus
b oy e iendd e st dio i owih me’=la
Uant s whire o0 have to mstlhy o wine jan
met; oo ' prredhle that b TEs by,
Nin, e et Ui onily e’ wad 3 smo iz hin
bt aller all he & gming aremd behind your
bubeck, wlsiat wan yewn o 10 oot a8 iF-wou'na nil
g b=t i sy, 'Don'| yoar it me™
That B yvou ovslly o'y prresead, H=wou jis
huthe o bl o bers
Fapwerasien, ernnviedd, age 1L intenaewed in
Dot ™

Winnen suw i clear asssouition bBetwein
s temporary It migration to
Lnited States anel HIV msbe™ As one womin
it Adlante recotnted, “SADS s really spread-
ing i Mesicn beciwse oy men whost
wives grein Mesico come here and gelan-
by with someone, and they don't know if
sl has AIDS. Then they el i, and they o
buck to Mexien,” Women ssid that men who
spreticd Tonigg fperfocls of time away from home
i likedy to develop some kind of sexual els-
tinaship, but most elmimed that their own hus-
bunds wore an exception to this rule, making
ommments sich &5 L don't worryabout that
breeanse he seems like a pood muy” Wonen
ientified men's cxtrmantal relatinnships in
thiee Linted States a= a souree of nsk for these
e and tven comnected that to the possibil
iy of transudssion to Mexdcan women [ gei
o, bt iy il st trsistale thie s
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inbo v inowhich wormen Gl thensselvis—
mrried women whi “behave themselves -
aret gt sk These women hove embriaeed the
mussage Uit monogany & an effective HIY
risk redetion strtegy®® Ditting imterviews
ard in exsinl conversabion. women Treguenily
subtl thal the best way to prevent Y and
uther STIR was to have sex only with ane's
bnisband: some even quoted diredly from
henlth education lectures, saving thid e gy
kinstd of "sewn s {zafie s6x) ts “eon tu fia-
e Iwith v partner,

Although at the time this sty was con-
ducted, the Mexican Nation AIDS Couneal
daits”™ Tand twor pecended ALDS euses for the
cotmty-in which Degotlade & located, inform-
arrls mentioned several casés of people fmg
with ALDS bn Depuliado and Bl Fuerte and
ether istances inowhich men from the com-
mnity. Bl reporiedly died of AIDS in the
Uniiteed States. Almost all of the i history i
formirits recounted having heard about othes
women who had gotten an STD ather than
HIV frem thedr huisbands, many of these sto-
ties fwith no promping about connections tn
migration} were about men returming from
stints in the norih ™ All of the women knew
that illnesses can bee tansmitied throogh geni-
tal eomtact during sex, tmtthey all dened
huving had persanal experience with seaslly
trnsmitted infectons,

Almwst all of the life history informants
biael hesred tha comdtrns presont the frmsmis-
s o AFES pd other sexuully tansmitied
iiiseades, bul women's ileas about the teckn.
cal. sensory, and symbobie nspecs of condoms
make i uilikely that thoy wiuld push for
cradom use. Abeot hall of the wormen had
teaedd cordoms w5 womethod of PrUgHInCY pre-
vontion, But norp favined theo and only o
ferw v them oecasiotndly o combinaston
with riwthin ™ One reason for prefemng
other methods, these wiamen said, is thedr b
Lief that condoms g inellective, Both tiose
whas had wsed theweand these who had not
made coimments sueh g8 "no e fon e’
(s not 5o s e effectivel and “a veees salen
el defectunse” (sometimvs they ere defoe
tivet, Winnen also talked about ow condorms
are i barrier o ey Ooe woman wio
hael tried wsivg congdoms sad, *1 wold him. 1o
Dy s every mow and then nod o dao it
with.a cover, all coverpd op, no wny” Womaen
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spoker ol ool wikitng 10 be “lapada” (coshensd
gl omd sl thiot sus with o eomdom s lee
aanfural nocd less plegsratde e Both wimen
el pen). Women saw imprmtected sex s the
encest ntiemade kingd of sea, ane Ui g
thil 4T a riian was gning fo o o conduoim, i
shoult] wse itwith his other partners, One pu-
prnd's awile said she bad tried to get ey s
brrveaed b visae comeoms as o methesd of preg-
rney prevention dosng g surprse
Iremecoining, only to I told by i, “No,
then whal the bl kind of plémstee would
thit e b tlnt e i waoubd be better to.go
with mmother dumn wotman” Men aul woinen
e ater o migrant separston e jok-
ingly saied 1o bi-de duna de el on honey-
mgur the pomance of tis honevmoon persd
vt be consgderably dompened by the ins-
plication thot congdoms wame nevessary he-
cxttise cither parther el strayid

Given the rish posed by o strategy of uni:
iyl monngamy, one apgrench nughil e o
eiluzate these women about their BV nsh
ik develog intersenhions o cnooumge them
w negoriate wath thet- hestands for condom
wse, Indeed. many ol thee artiches ated m
Gayer, Bronfiu, sl Mags roview anticle
e HIV aned wigration suigeest that jro:
grams shoub forus o increasing women's
comdom negotmtion skills In the remainder of
this articie, we arqieaguinst this seeningly
cibwicius response. 10 ol just that women do
nat like condons (although Guy mny oot or
that ey mny ot fave e power o insst on
e v falthough, agon. they may ot
Rather, pegotinbmig for condom e e
thinknive o sy women becoise ey sese
roegpuesiing condom wsie s lanbsmodnd foaes
Bsnemwlealpneng o even giving permmsseen foe o
husbands mfideline.

Genarational Changes in Marrage
and Saxuality

The muarital ieal has changed over (he
ootirse of 2 generation rom oue of "’
(respeeth (o one of “eonfasy” liotmsov), The
msatal poils of thie older goneraton s dis
serabied] by e mwthiors of the Tife istory -
formants and thie older faged =35 yowsd in
fusrmzants) centered o matul folfillment of o
gencered sot ol obligations ™ Tlesbands wud
wivesceruinly way hove felt love and ten-
demess for one anuthes n U past, bat e

bitd sticus ard stability depended on the way
W st fulfillee) Wae basde neads of the cou-
g e thae widder kin group—production of
Tusisel, shiefter. heirs, and secial statos—and net
bl et choseticss,

Witk the new idiéal of the Mexican come
patdonile marminge, young coules spend
myare Ui dogether, copoy 6 somewhin less
strogly gendered division of labor, amd cluim
Jjuint dicisionmaking (although frequently
with ultimale maseuline suthonty] in many
irwas of domestie and poonome ssaes. These
cEIgRuonale mmages o ot necessaily
egalitanan; m fact. the emphasis on the on-
pertimes of iaritad s ahove all oiher socil
conmections may make women more Solated
anid dependent on therr hushands. Young
wamen alsospeak differentdy than (hele
mothiers ifid nboon the rture med roleof sex
uality within marrrige, For the older seamen,
erital ses produeed chilbdren nnd beld o
i s aftention. znd thus served o direet his
resourees toward @ wormae aed her children
riither than outade the family. The younger
wamier, 0 eomtest claim gt muhually phoas
vrvhle sexuel intimaey strengiens (e oo
snzertmt 1= at the heart of these modern: mrr-
riages: Y They see sex as a sortof “mariial
ghue. helping o couple’s affective relationship
starvive thregh oo s and bad. ™

Th yourige: Mexican wemen in Atlenta
slmred values sl relatonshipes sexust ot
ey, el poneler with women e the sending
conumatities; but women in the Atanta feld
sites lve o very differcot social crvumsiances
Lt by Lhedr siters amd sisiersan-law in M-
sy, tned S some wdnien i Adhonto Tad o
frvat el oo domiestie pewer U did
thesde Gisters or sistareindaw in Mesieo The
cintnisd bebweun the shared coltuee sod the
distivct soial setligs of this type of gt
comuihin-prevides i Qndgue sppoaiomity o
enlore thewiny' (bt socind nnd dulbumid fac-
tors shape sexality.

Infidelity and Companionate Maniaga
Wanmet's attiiudes tovwaird male mhdeliy
reflited tieses bt chaiyges i At ksegl-

ity Thie older wormen valued s protense of
igmorunes oot i mon's extrumariial relation-
ships, As onewonyn s, for oo @ “keep
soamme respect Tor you™ would meoan that "you
do't know what they are domg , . thal &
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that they act ns they wash but do it so tha
woed dun't know” Since o man owed his wife
lirst and foremost Gnancial support and sec-
pndarily some measune of respect, Tis sevun]
behavior was largely his own concern excopd
ty the extent that he publicly embarmssed his
wille: Older weamen saiel that drinking. vie-
lesiee, or luziiess were significont problems in
B marmage, and there wis Iittle dissent from
the opinion tat the worst quality 2 man
could displuy was to be *desabligady” (heing
tawiling or unable to support bhis family), but
none suggested that infidelity might be a rea-
son Lo leave one’s husband, Blatant male infi-
dedity may certainly have woimded women—
&5 one said, “ou doo'l say anything to them;
btst o still feel kind of bad, m your
heart™" bt infidelity did not termuste the
underdyng contract, Farthermore, ofder
wiinen sugpested that mon physically need to
have sex an & regular basis, that this need o
sexuill reteasy cannod be satishied by mustue
bation, and that & man's sexual mvelvement
with another wonman need nol threaten a
marriage. As oneof the older women said in
o interview, discussing her bushand’s long
absences-while working in the United Stites,
T hagye said to my husbasd, 1 can’t say that
your did not use [gue 0 ro wiaste] sume
v, bt i vou did i, i was beeause you
niietded 1o [porgue se e lirta necesariol.”
Younger women, in contrast, see men's sex-
unl behaviar us mseparble friom marital nt-
mmcy. if sex b= the language of leve, then o
e sure of their lushand's love they i e
lirietr that he i5 fojthfal while away. As one
young woman in the mocho said, *T wouldn'l
feel eomfortable with him, knowing he'd been
going wround with another waman ™ A s
sexunl infdulity, these younger women said
ol wisibion or destroy the confiunze they
have with their shands. One younger
winan tobd a story abaul calling her hushand
i Atlanta froin Mexico, The' phone mog ull
night, but he pnever answered, When she ac-
rased him the next dev of having been out
with apother women, he suid he had heen
Drome and just not heand the phone; She o
flected on this incident with some general
comunients shout infidelity

When e min dosn't wand b dose you, he
irti= bo fix b o make it hetteri-amd 1
prvier thin, to him saving 1o me, Wl v, |
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thed gor around Iwith another woeman)” - Tor
wrue. f prefer et B fig, that & wias s abtpeop, Sl
hiee wient et At e sk stepgnedd out and came
righd el bt thal e dpesn't nclemit o like
that. . Theongh misyTee it's bod, § prefer the lie,
iF W goingtn be just o dollinnee [ -
satipo] ot 11 thimg thind just happened. (Rt he
ik o lot, ol Beer, g ol thrink el all ibal
Desier fior Brae o0 Brdde 3¢ froun e, s that ke
gt et e finalios adsdodd)

Women's commitrnent (o the fmege of their
husbands as sesually faithful, even when con-
frorted by eompeliing evidence to the con
trary, draws o the iden that sexoal betryal
indicates o lack of love.™ The new cullural
ident of marital companionship and shared
sexuil pleasure gives younger women yet an-
other repson not 1o mise ssaes of mlecoon
and infidelity. The younger couples pnded
themselves on their communication about
sexunlity, emations, and plessure, in contrust
to the older women, for whom open diseus-
sions about sexnal matters indicated a lack of
respect. However, the value tese younger
coyples place on eommunication about some
aspicts of seviality does not mean that the
younger wonren sre any mere likely than
therr mothers were o supgest that aomean ose
it el [or disease prevention porposes:

Social Class, Social Contaxt,
and Constructions of Sexuality

Within this brmad potern of generational
change o sexuality les a second kind of di-
versity. The life history informants fell into 4
grrnips when asked how they might respond,
hypothetonlly, o confronted by cvidence of
infidelity: those wha weuld leave him, those
who wimild talk it out, those who woild go
aut of thetr way (o moke him feel special, and
those who would do nodhing at all. The differ-
ent ways that women mterpret the ideology
sngpest et the type of "modem” sexusl rels-
tiemship o woman boilds may depend on
where she livis and the resoirces oo which
she can drmw.

Six of the 26 life history informante said
that infudelity wits grownls for leaving one’s
tushand ** Only the women wha eould sup-
port themselves adopteal this rights-based lan.
gudge to (alk about infidelity™"; they all had
w independont income, and 5 had af lenst o
high school iploma as well When asked
about men who saitl Bl estrmarital sex was
thesr right, one woman who lved in Adlsos

Hirkch et Al

nnid pontrbuted as much g her hushand o
their jotnt Buclger sasd,

< oo et Blee L enubd go oot [with someone]. 1
coidld toa, i would o seemfo hum o the ta-
biless wre frarveed o F 1 alid tha o hie? He
wedd') forgree oee, myghd? We e boman b
Ings: just Ukoe thism . . . nisther e onoe [ i mode
al shime or strew Wi hath hive bearss, we
both feol dhe same.

She argued that in e emotiinn contract
of merriage. both partmers have essentially
ihe same set of vights. When asked why
wwriem b not put up with infdelity now, she
contimied, "Buelore, women did what their
hishands suid when they got married. The
rile was that bere the man was boss - Now
wi hioth dre the boss ™ These Mexcan women
liavie wowen tigether fdeas ehout sexual i
gy as the foundation of mardage with their
personal histories wnd ther selfimage as
modern wamen o produce & distinet set of
nititudes nbout where (osit the Hmits on
men's sexval freedom

Others suid that they might address the
s by trying to diseuss it with their hos-
Isanels (The “talk it out”™ groop presented a
strategy for dealing with ifidelity when
foredd 1o di e, not for rasing the issue in o
jreventive health context.] Talking nhont how
shie would counsel & friend to act, one said,
“The thing t5 to make him understand, com-
imumicate well with her. so that he realizes
(it his weife i worthwhile.” These women
share with their sisters the idea Uat infidelity
ig a fundamental vielation of the maeniel bar-
prain. but these women seemed particularly
skeilled at talking sbout their feolings, and Lhey
prized the open communication they bave
arhieved in thelr marriages. Momover, they
ull resided in Mesteo. The fact thai women iy
Atlanta and woalthier women in Mexico are
s ferthidght B sying that thes wouhl leave
their hustsnds, while e matches in Mesico
say that they would do their best to talk
things thirough, shows how emotional lose-
ness can be a strategic resource for 4 woman
wiin is socially and economically dependent
i her husband Women in Degollado ot El
Fuerte may have some resourees that thelr
peers in Atlantn lack (e, broader soctsl net-
works, o mastery of the Tanguage), but these
resources de not enable women to live with-
out a man'’s economie support Forthermors,
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women in Mexieo continue o face the msoe
thi Vel hombre es-ef respeto deda case” that a
worman needs a man 1o be respected. ' as
well ps the sogmn of divoree, still steng in
rural Mexicn,

Thedea thot thess women i Mesico
wiertdd oy o gl 1t aut implies ultimstely oc
eepiing a man's mAdelity [fust sz their modh-
ers might haved, bt saymy that they would
at least confront the ssue aflows them o as-
sert that they are women who deal actively
with problems and who are:free tospeak
their minds. For both groups of women, infi-
delity represents o betrayad of e special ses-
ual molatinoship thal manied people shookd
share, but the 2 groups use the ideclogy &
ferently. based on thedr social and economic
CIrCImSTcEs

Mol all women, af course, were o thor-
aughly invesied in these modern strateges for
Tuilding relationships, The idea that & suc-
cessful relationstup depends on & woman's
abiility Lo keep her man appy: 1o work
thronrgh his goond side {mdneiark o s fue-
pas), was alive and well among Mexican
weenmen in both US aod Mexican feld sites
The & women in this third geoop [oised
much mare on their feminine ghility o please
und hald onto g man A satsfying ses ik,
they all said, was one of the keys (o 2 good
misrmage Chne responded 1o the question “TTa
eouple does not e along well in bed, how
wiill they de in the rest of their memage? by
saying. “Badly, I thmk, because | huve henred
that for the man [you need o] Teve his fnad
ready, his clothies ready, and the bed ready,
anitd He will b all content, and if not, then
[bel b @ real devil ™ In the event of acthual
or suspected thfidelity, these wamen said that
they would use their feminineg wiles (o make
themsehes frreststible. All ol them menton
the: impaortance of beirg more cariiins,
sweeter or mone loving, The women in this
group are young (under 20) and recently
married. Although they lived in both the U5
e Mesicnn field sites. none worked outside
the home, and the ones in Adlanta were there
witheul any of their own blood relations to
culinl i it an emergency, Thor support for
this strutegy §s most lkely # product of mony
factors ape. Tamily histories, their personality
and their hushand's, the sort of marmage they
have, and their lack of othis resoinees.
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Firully. 6 of the lifi history informants seid
that they would do nothing in reation to s
pected ar confirmed infidelity. None velishod
the thought. bul nejther did she annie that i
werdld b prounds for sepambion. Aldhoogh
this grogp incloded women intesvicwsd baih
i Atlpnts and the Mexdean Bebd sites, those
b1 Alarte had spent some, i ol all, of the
vears of thotr marminge i Mesico; @l of the
wiomen in this group wore alder, les cdo-
carbec, with less work experionce and fewer
oppartunities for ecomomic independence, In
aifier words, the women whose material cir-
curmstances wers most similar 0 women of
the alder genertion were least likely to em-
brace this new ldenlogy of soomlity

DISCUSSION

Thee yournger genermbions new idess aboul
sexunl intimacy transform men's infidelity

from & painful reminder of gesder nequity—

bt nel necessarly an fndicagon thal o o
e & & fatlure—to a betrayal of the confi-
eterztt thiak young womien hope les ol the eore
of thekr marviage. I infidedity represents o
breach of trosl—und an §TD or HIY is the ul-
tinate evidence of that lreach—then every
aet of sex without @ condom i a muotual per-
formence: of frust, The confienze of which
vounger men and women speak implies a
shared comumitment (o pleasure and emio-
tiorial intinacy, predicited on the ungues-
toned and undquestionable asstmption of mi-
tial monagamy. It does aot mean that they
are open i discussing issues of risk and infi-
delity or negotistmg condom use. I o mw
riage with plera confianea {commplete stk a
woman might fewel freer to imitiate sex, to hove
ol sex, or to don some oy lingenie, but she
is no more Hkely than her mother was to sk
spontanecusly abont her hushand's adven-
s in of nurie

Whether e Alanta oran the Mexteun Reld
sites, pounger women expressed this commit-
ment to mameges of comfionze, younger
women m Mexico were more suniar to youn-
ger women i Atlants than they were to older
women m Mexicn, The grenter & woman's sio-
cinl and economic resolrees, hawever, the
fises Tikeetly ehie wes to say that she would try
fes work it ol if canfronted with hard évi
tence of mfidelity. Women's magined re-

sponses show that socil sivarificution has on
important effeet on the ophions women see ds
berimg availabbe w thea (Table 3)

Dieveloping sllictive stratemes for HIV and
ST preventivn wmong maTied womien
whise Tushands are seasonal migrants will
mieat Iniding o way-to work around women's
HIY risk denial Asking 3 man to use 4 con-
o impplies nibstrust and, g8 one young
wenmatt in Aflanta (wlam gossip sippesis his
gl reason 1o worry about her own risk of
contracting an ST sad. “Mistrast & a lack of
love™ Lo descomfine ya e fulia de amor’)
Sobo" found that African American women
il United States held similir views, and
she argued Thit women's commitment o the
wdenl of monpgamy contributes (o their risk of
HIV infection ™™

Our dats heve suppart Sobo's conclusion,
bt woe ailso estend her work by placing mar-
rieal women's AIDS sk dendal within the
catilesl of broades globol chanpes m (e
meaning of marriage. Ethriographic research
from acmss the developiy world hasg de-
seribiedd thie evolution of stmilar ideals b
marttal companionshipand seonl mimacy*
The stmianity of these tdeals does notmean
that marrige i Fl Fuere & exactly the sine
as ramage n Egypl, bt the widespread Tink
bsitwen marital sex and emobional intmacy
stiggests that married women's ATDS nsk de-
mil, combanedd with persistent gender in-
eefuality, may have greater implications for
the spread of marital HIY mansmission than
has previously been acknowlsdzed.

The continuing focns, however, onwhy
women will or will nod negotiate for condom
s pepresenis an astonishing failure on the
part of public health researchers to confront
herw gender Shapes—and oonstrans—otir
imagmation. The locus on women may e in
part o product of sdentific knowledge about
wednnen s sreader iologieal sk of sexual in-
{ecting with HIV."Y but this does not explain
why we hinve assumesd that women can niod-
iy thetr seaual behawsor to press for condom
use but that men cannot, ™™ nor does it st
the foct that we have continoed to push the
message thal mobogamy s an effective HIV
sk meduction strategy™ when we kmow that
the wesimption that marnuge eiquals moneg-
anty may be costing women their lves.”
Men's sesuiil bieturvior presents oopulilic
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TABLE 3—Main Findings of This Study, by Tople
Wimmees Peecapitnn of the Reteof Seasalty Wahin Maniage
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logs contraf {0 marital seeees,

Becaine of chares in Mezizmn maital |desi, yoimg wamen v came fo-zee mutualls plagsirable sesul intlmaey asan l
Impartant chamctensiic of an idegt moem martiage, shile dieir mothers sw sowal plessure Gnd emoliseal inbmary s |
|

Wamzn's Perenlent of Hesbands' Infideliy

Cengrmtinnal chinge i idess aboul seaafily hive Important imalicatiors for wiHmen s willegness & seknowiedge inflreity:
* Thes nlef witmen saw men's edramiarital sffaés o3 painful ey 0f genctar maquity, bt rot necessanly &7 ndistinn

a2 mesmiaps & 4 fakire

* For the vesangier wameen, 2 maey's Infidudity represeats g betrayal of the cowfianss (st tat they e a5 the foundalion of

|
marrage
Women's Imagined Responses 1o Huspanas' Inficatty

+ Wosnen's espones o & ypatbelical case of infidsity varied by generetion, spcial tlass, and contest.
- Wemen with mam resources avallable o them—sSpecialy younger wosmen I Attt - wite e SEly b sy they mald
Feste e Busaand i e were anfasiiohd, shiowing that access to meoufces Has an impartant fiect 5 how womes infepr

shared cuftons! madr atout the meaniag of nfdeity

Commumization Ahaul Men's Bsramanital Sa

Bosh pider and yourger waman prefeamed not £ ke Ebout infidéfity, alinough for ofeont s

Dl ot =24t that they would deoid caising the issue of (nfiduily both becouse men wollt e 1 25 2 chaliengs o (el

e, i s e sty puetimed ot b Rnow wivat men did widle way from home_Sume sl the prmse ey thal do
hot zee, Resr that does nol leal impbeng that what they i it o couls nol hurd $hem ematicredl.
+ For yoangs! womin, who siewed o'y sewrl behavicr 35 inseaarable from manital intimacy, the emvhass an
CommirRELio: about emotions ard &l plozeee did nol tanslate inta willingness (o e shou infidelity. The woonjzer
| Wit sl thual see 1S en eapheasion of iie Bed &9 1o be Surs 0f 3 hustiand’s low meses b befieve ket be b Gl wie

I

Crmdnm ke s Wi ST0 Bisk Paropsion

i * The lag ihat poustier couples communicaled e abtut sty dd mot mean that jounger weman santed 1 confront
| infdelity ot ssggesl 1hat 2 inn us 4 condom for disease prevention purposes.

* Yemnper wimer s campanionste dealsmake maried wamen's condam nagntiaton cuthiwmsily inspomadste as a spate
Py SAralegy, women penene that Lo request condom ase would fnply subenicsion to the inesitabiiity af mes
inficleity. Becanss of wht sex means I Wexizan compznionate METTiaEes, woaen A deepdy canmified to the idea that
Ingy an ool personadly 8 risk Asking 2 man i we & Condim Sugpects 3 mrpicion Ihat he Ras b wnfaitiful gne

“mistnost s @ bciof e

heglth proflem. snd thas these men's brhas-
ior 15 the proper abject of our attention. To
aygrest that we can help marrded women pro-
teet themselves by “empowering” them to ne-
sotiate for condam use i to supgest that we
e chinge U oulcome of gendered inegual
itles an power without doing anything abst
the actual inequabity, ™

Gavers ll thal & woman in this commmumiy
misght feel that che stands to guin by imoring
hier risk of contructing an STD from her hus-
barid, it s small wonder that women do so fit-
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the to protect themselves. These wonmen
wentld nat benefit from progrms w help
them with eondom negotistion; m many arcas
of thewr domestic and wider soeml lives, they
are already expert pegotintors. Womes in this
commmuty des net wani to wse condoms for
dlisense prevention becinse the emoticnal
cost of ackmowledging thut sex watl their hius-
btttk 45 nuot safe sex is simply too high, As
hiitien Masem has pomted out, the iden that
women'’s empowerment wonld merease con-
dom use "is plawstble only if there @ mason to

think that women are more iotivated than
meem o tse comdonts, bul are dnable o en-
foree their use i the Bee of male oppos-
tion ™" T this particlar Mesican case, thy

et lturnl logic of marital sexuality siygests that
peiblie health efforts to stein o neng tde of
migration-reluted heterosesual tansmission of
HIV e Mesico shontld instend enncentmte on
2 fromits: the behavior and secial ciream-
stanees of migruds while they are in the
United Sintes, ancl the wider sources of gen
der megquality thet rcture women's lives ™

CONCLUSIONS

The research presentod hers conld serve as
thie b for o prevention progrm that bulds
ot the ideas of respect and trust {repeto and
ermfianza) 1o shape health education mes-
sages turpelcd loward men 0 promaole ext-
mirilial condom use, Men and women may
neit agree on whiether men who profess 1o be-
lieve: m enmpanionate marmage should ever
have outside partners, but they do-agnee thal
for= o werman to find it about her husband's
infidelity represents both a betiayal of trust
nnid o back of respect on hus part. Health edu-
catitn messages eoulld nse these termes to o
phiiee mman's responsibility 1o protect his
fremaly from disease wnd hunt feelings: Telling
mem - that wdeally they should have po oulsde
partners, bl that f they do they should we a
condont to-probect the: comfianza they heve
with o spouse and to-swvord showing hera
Soiter de-respeto, o lack of respect, may be one
wary o Treme thes ymportant headth education
memsage o enliumlly meaningful ermes ™

Chur call for IV prevention programs for
Muzmaean migrants needs 10 be considered in
tha: context of Mesican migrmis' generally
limuted access o healih services: Tn Atlants,
the only way o Mexican migrat 15 filieby to
getattenton from the Fulton County Hendth
Diepartmaent s if e hes setive wherodosis™
e tionally, Latino inmigmants” limited aocess
to quadity 15 hieolth cire serviess has been
well documented ™ At the timis of the writing
of this gricle, most of the men whio wero fay-
e bocks and hanging Sheetrockin the ever
larger suburban mimmensons that g AL
lanta. alovg with thidr posames mowing lawns
anth planting seasonal fewers, had very lim-
itedl gocess to primary heaith core. Thes: mm
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who spend Jong months m the cold narh
muy be powverful inrelation to their wives;
but we should remember tat they are nm
fust men—hey are poor, dirk-skinned, prima-
rily non-English-speaking, sometimes indoe
umonted men. Addressing migration-nefated
HIV e anytinng other ton o superfical way
will rean fucilintng decess 1o hialih o in
amore general lshion. Afondaile clinics
will translators o evening hours could ene-
itle i wisle. ringe of opporiunitivs for primse
aruh secomdory prevention of 5TDs and lor
HIV prevention ™

ALDS Gan emergency, and (he st of re-
seurch prosented here takes o long time (al-
though partnenng with local social scipnhsis
and beginmng revearch projics with & fiom
grounding i e vast elhnographie ecod
cun ceriminly Specd this upl. Howieder, it i
prediely’ becuse of the prefsmg neture of tha
elabal pandemic that we ot fake the ting
tin tha careful ethrographic research, In partie:
pibie, e dlata prvsented hom speak o the
value of anthopological research for drawing
conmvctinms between culture md dinnging
patiems of speal iegualily. As we enler e
tinind deende of the epidenie, wo st wse all
the: tonls within our grasp, including the full
rtge ¢l anthropology’s explanatory power, io
aldress the plubal challenge of AIDS, @
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