Resource 1D # 8365
ort of Operations of Mexican Farm Labor Program

Made Pursuant to Conference Report No. 1449

- Rep

RERORY OF ovnnamzcws oF MBXIGAN FaRM LABOR PROGUI
YADE, Puawuauw TO CDNELRJNCE REPORT 0. 1un9
' HOU$h or RDPRESENTADIVLS )
BhTH comunbeo, FIR&T SESSION

Jaguary 1w June 30, 1959



Report on Operations of Mehlcan Farm Labor Program
Made Pursuant to Conference Report No. 1hh9,
House of Representatives, 8Lth Congress, First Session.

January 1 - June 30, 1959

Sumnarx

. During the period January 1 - June 30, 1959, 10) ceilings were establluhed ' .'-." i
authorizing employment of 208 38l Mexican Nationals in 58 areas of 26 ' |
~ States., _ : W : ER

In the same period the. Secretary of Labor made 629 wage determ1nations in AR
18 States. s , , e ]

There were 122 157 Mexican Nationa]s contracted during this perlod.
Skip assessments resulted in ‘the collection of $31,000, |

Cash avallable in the revolving fund for future operations amounted to
$1,797 1h3 on June 30, 1959._ ‘ :

A survey of restaurant f301lltles in labor camps conducted by Callfornia
growers was submitted to the Department for comparison with a Government
survey made earller. Details are to be diaCUSoed with the adv1sory
commlttee. Co

Foreign Labor Service Representatives conducted 1,947 1nvest1gatlons of come
plaints, OF these, 335 involved wages which redulted in payments by employers

of 26 535 Ll in back wages and prevailing wage adjustments. Another ‘
39, 6)0 68 in wages were pald by employers as a result of routine payroll _ , |
investlgatlons made pursuant to Sp601flc complaintsa, o

Operatlons for the period included negotiations with the Mexlcan Government,

for the extension of the Migrant Labor Agreement, a Managers' meeting at

Il Paso, Texas, and a conference with Mexican railroad officials to improve

the movement of workers in Mexico. In addition, the following improvements
were made at Reception Centers and Migratory Stations: construction of perma-
nent serology facilities at two more Reception Centers, adoption of plans by
+the Mexican Government for the improvement of physical plant at Mipgratory
Statlons, and the lnstallation of acerual accounting system at both centers



Skin Assessments

Pursuant to the stipulations of Section 502 (3), Public Law 75, as. amended,
‘a total of 1,099 "skip" assessments have been processed by the Reception
Centers totaling $56,97L.7k. After resolving documiented exceptions, a totusl
of §31,268.,51 was collected in this period as a result of prior assessuents.

Revolving Fund

In fiscal year 1959, Congress authorized a transfer of $1,550,000 from the

~ Farm Labor Revolving Fund to finance administrative costs (salaries and expenses)

of the program. In addition, 123,000 was transferred to.cover the pay increase -

- resulting in a total of §1,673,500 expended from the revoliing fund dvring the
fiscal year 1959. Of this total, $350,000 was expended for salaries and related - -

costs of employees primarily engaged in compliance activities. In addition, .

Congress made a direct appropriation of $517,700 for compliance activities.

Cash Balance (estiﬁaﬁed:as of June: 30, 1959) .  __ $2,379,7h7
Leés} _ o S R

Reserve for return of wbrkéfs in U.8, : 3&33,358" ‘
Advances by employers for future con~ : o

tracting of workers -
Estimated available balance for futuwre . i
ﬂpergtions as of June 30, 1959; - : . ,_1  $1’797,1h3ﬂ/'1-: -.

Goge’ 1iange

During the first six months of 1959, inspections for compliance with the general,
standards of restaurant facilities in Mexican National farm labor canps continuéd.é/
Inspections of approximately 675, L5¥. of the restaurants in operation, disclosed
deficiencies of some kind in approximately 30% of cases. This is approximately

50% less deficiencies per unit inspected than for previous period. ' :

The study conducted by the Department to determine the operating cost of restan=
rant facilities in Mexican National farm labor camps was oriticised by the

advisory commlttee of the Department on the grounds that the sample was inade-
quate, As a result, the California Growers requested an opportunity to conduct
their own cost survey, Their survey resulis were complled from 273 responses from
growers with restavrant facilities in California and Arizona. The summary of '
results was submitted to the Department in May. The California Growers survey, _
when compared with the figvres of the Department, showed a total average restaurant
cost per worker of §1.7369 compared to the Department's figures of £1.5754.,

The difference of .1625 cents was in labor and other operating expenses. Tood

2/ Transfers for first quarter Fiseal 1960; Salaries and Expenses Public Law 78
'333119175, and Public Health Service $225.000. These tranefane amaunbdae +a



InstllTatLon of uero]ory Pr0> T

Permanentffacilities fur the ldmlnlutPELLOH of biomd prhl]] tests to

Mexican agricultural workers have been installed al the Hlll]go and

Eagle Pass Rsccptlon Centers, This), tozether with facilitiée installed
ar]xcr at the El Centro and £l Paso ﬁegeptLon Q@ntprs, complLch con~

1qtructlon in connbcblon thu the saroTng pro"ram.;

Qccrual Accountlﬂv

: .Installqtlon of an QCPruaﬂ Accountln system. for Reueptton Centers and

leratary Stations has been nompletpd by the %1v1510n of Budgets and
Fiseal . Op;rat10n¢. As & result, management has available more detailed
cost information ln reﬁard to Recentnon Center and Miﬂratorf Statlon '
acthltLGS._'Jn : : L :

.-IMDPDVGmGnt of Phyolcal Plnnt at Rooentlon CPnt”Tu and Mlgratory Stationu

The Mex1can Government haq adv1sed that fund& are. now avallable for nuge :n:[

the improvement of fa01l;tles in Mexico. - Detailed. plans have been. adonthd—-.
- for the construction 6f a new Mlgrauory Stgtien at a point outside of - =

Monterrey, Nueve Leon, Mexico, to replace farlllties new 0perat1n¢ in thdtf-'

_cxty,

U, S. - Mexioan Npgotxatlon% ."

Mcetlugs of Ua u;'and Mexmcan officlal dolevatlons for the purpose of

extending the Mlgrant Lavoer. Agreament gre still- in progress. A temoorary -  o

extension of the present Agreement to July 3lst may be lenvthened 0,

. August Blst before flmal oettlement is reavhed.

Gonference w1th MLXLcan R&llroad Offlclajs

Recent meetlnv wlth Mey1cnn railroad offlcials has . resulted in lmproved

© services aud allocat*qn of additional equipment; for movement. of workers
' bebween the Monterrey Mlgratory qtatuon and’ the dldalwo Reoentlou Center.



SUMMARY OF RECEPTION CENTER AND REGL 51\!.&'L QFFICE ACTIVITLES

- January 1 through June 30, 1959

Reception Centers o Combined Center

Regional ~ and Regional
States Contracts Recontracts Hecontracts Recontracts -

Arizona 7,166 150 3,255 ‘ 3,005
Arkansas - 1,938 399 - Q 399 -
California 58,813 L,asz 0 3,030 7,217
Colorado 6,202 30 _ 18 L8 -
I11inois 179 o 0 o
Indiana : 0 60 0 60
Kansas : 25 ' 0 0 _ 0
Kentucky - 8o -0 o : o
Michigan 3,L79 174 0 ATk
Minnesota Lo ' 0 0 .0
Missouri - 97 0 0 -0
Montana 2,210 0 0 0
Nebraska 2,112 - - 0 0 ¢
Nevada la7- 0 -0 -0
New Mexico 2,936 273 -0 273
South Dakota 217 0 0 o
Tennessee L28 0 0 0 -
Texas . 31,509 3,533 67 3,600
Utah 333 6. L. 10
Wisconsin 126 0 -0 0
Wyoming lllhO 0 R 0

Totals 122,157 8,812 63 - 15,186



