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_Mlgrants Deserve Same Interest As Other stztors

Each spring Colorado antici-
pates a welcome onslaught of
summer visitors. Resort areas re-
furbish their accommodations,
cash register drawers are oiled
and chambers of commerce un-
roll the welcome mats for the
anticipated tourist influx.

All of us are aware of the im-
portance these visitors play  in
our state’s economy, and we go
all out to welcome these visitors
to Colorado.

‘Many of us are aware, however,
of another influx of summer visi-
tors *equally vital to our eco-
nomic well-being. Unfortunately,
the extent of preparation and en-

thusiasm for their arrival is some- .

what less. These other wvisitors
are migrant agricultural workers
and their families, who begin to
arrive in.April and have gone, for
the most part, in November. Dur-
ing their stay in Colorado, they
will have planied, weeded,
thinned, cultivated and harvested
many of our important field
Crons.

Their wages and hvmg stand-
ards are low. Many migrant fami-
lies must subsist upon an average

annual income of less than $1,000.

The value they place upon many
of the things we take for granted
is of necessity low. This includes
cencern for preventive health
measures.

Plan through

Because of residence require-
ments, {hey are largely ineligible
for services available to local peo-
ple. - Their incomes are too low
lo -enable them to participate in
the types of insurance plans we
all know so well. In medical
emergencies, there is no savings
account or credit union upon
which they might fall back to
cushion the sudden expenditures.
As a result, serious health con-
diticns go undetected. Children
fail to receive the medical care,
which we accept as routine for

our own children. Dental condi-.

tions, which we would give our
immediate attention, are left un-

til pain - becomes unbearable or.

until disecovered by someone in-
terested in their health and well-
being.
State Migrant Plan

In order to meet this need in
migrant health care, the State
Department of Public Health ad-
ministers the State Migrant Plan
for Public Health Services. This
plan, funded by U. S. Public
Health Service grants, provides
medical care, denfal care, public
health nursing, environmental
health services and home eco-
nomics consultation. Some of
these services are rendered
through local health departments
and funded by the State Migrant
reimbursement

agreements negotiated with 1ocal
health departments and boards of
county commissioners. Some serv-
ices are rendered by state level
staff. These are supervision and
co-ordination of the migrant en-
vironmental health program, den-
tal health education and dental
screening, public health nursing
consultation and supervision,
home . economics consultation,
health education and medical-so-
cial services, In the San. Luis
Valley, a public health nurse is
employed on the state level, as
is a migrant housing representa-
tive. This departure from the
plan format is made because there
is no health department in the
San Luis Valley.

Provision is also made in the
State Migrant Plan for the pay-
ment of fees for medical and den-
tal services rendered to migrant
workers and their families. Pre-
scription drugs can also be fur-

nished to .migrant patients re--

quiring them. No provision has
been made thus far, however, for
in-patient hospitzl services.
Two years ago the bracero pro-
gram was terminated because of
expiration of the public' law
which provided for the seasonal
importation of agricultural work-
ers from Mexico. While this pro-
gram wasg in effect, health prob-
lems with the single worker were

less marked in that health sereen-
ing was done prior to the impor-

" tation of these laborers and cer-

tain federally imposed minimum
standards had to be maintained
with respect to their housing and
health care.

Upon the termination of the
bracero program, a large vacuum
existed in the seasonal agricul-
tural labor forece, This vacuum has
been filled largely through the
recruiting of family groups from
other states, principally Texas
and New Mexico. This introduc-
tion of a greatly increased num-
ber of family units into the mi-
grant stream created many new
health care problems in that a
laborer might have as many as six
or eight dependents who were
not working and who were, for
the large part, in need of some
kind of health service.

Housing Problems

Housing problems increased in-

asmuch as facilities constructed
for single workers proved.to be
unfit for family housing and were
difficult to convert to such use.
Many new problems developed
with respect to. environmental
health and, unfortunately, per-
gigt today.

For many years the number of
people required to assist Colorado
farmers in the production of field
crops has d_ummshed because of

lo Coloradc

improved seeds; efficient insec
cides and the increasing mecha
ization of agricultural process:
This decrease in required seaso
al labor is deceiving unless o
takes into consideration the fs
-‘that the termination of the br
cero program and the regulta
increase of family units has pro
ably increased the numbers
persons requiring health servic
during their stay in Colorado.
While it can be only estimate
it is believed that more th
20,000 individual migrant wor
ers and family members  ps
~through our state each agrlct
tural season.

These migrant farm worke
and their families, our “oth
summer visitors,” are essential
Colorado’s agriculture. 'They &
fellow American - citizens w
have temporarily moved frc
other states or from another p:
of Colorado to earn their lvi
in our field crop production. Th
deserve our interest and atte
tion as much as the visitors w
come in the shiny new cars w'
out-of-state license plates to vi
our resort and scenic ‘areas, r
tional . parks and. forests duri
their wvacations. :

—Al -Lambert
Migrant Health

Consultant

The cifficult task of classifying various

rado’s interstate streams for their most ben
On March 31, the Colorado Water Pollu
conducted a hearing at Greeley on classifica

River Basin — the first of four such basin }

A hearing on the Rio Grande
River Basin will be held at 9:30
am., April-19 in the auditorium

~ of Adams State_ College at Ala-
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mosa, ar,

kansas River Basin -has_
scheduled for 10 am., April 20
_ Auditorium—City
Hall in Pueblo. A hearing on the
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Migrants Deserve Same Interest as Other
Visitors to Colorado
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been WEe OUEed  ron 3,u0u Ch

dren. covering -every ‘school
the e¢ounty.  More than 900 ch
dren were detected as carrlers
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