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FARM POPULAPION - MIGRATION TO AND FROM FARMS, 1920-5L

Prepared in the Agricultural Narketing Service S

. This report gives the latest estimatas of the farm population for
geogrephic divisions and regicns, of migraticn to and from the farm popula-
tion, and of biruhs and deatns of persons living on farms. 3/ Certain of
ths esbtimates are for areass and dates for which estimates have not previ-
ously been published; others are revisions of previousiy published estimates.

New estimates presented: | coe . '
(1) Farm population for geogrs hic subdivisions, 1§50~-5le:

(2) Elemertas of change in ‘the farm population'fcr geographic
subdivisions, and the United States, 19L$-53s:.

Revised statistics preseﬁtede :
(l). Farm population for é:éggraphic subdivisions, 1920-k9.

(2) Natural increase for geb'graphic subdivisions and the
‘United States, 19L0-L8. '

(3) Civilian migration to and from farms for geographic
subdivisions and the United States, 1940-L8.

(L) Migration for geographic §uﬁdivisions- and the United
.. ..States, 1929, 1930, 1939.: Co e

Similar estimates of the farm population for geographic divisions
and regions and cf the components of the change occurring each year were
published in earlier reports of the foxmer Bureau of Agricultural Economics.
Those estimates are superseded and should no longer be used.

1./ Farm population figurés in this report include urban~farm residents
-as well as rural-farm residents. They are consistent with estimates con-
" tained in the following three reports: ' oY

U. Se Bureau of Agricultural Economics and U. S¢ Bureau of the Census.
"Revised Estimates of the Farmm Population of the United States, 1910 to
1950." Farm Population, Series Census-BAE, No. 16, March 9, 1953.

U. S, Agricultural Marketing Service. 'Fam Population, Annual Estimates
by States, Major Geographic Divisions, and Regioms, 1920-50 ... and - -3
for the United States, 1910-50." November 1953. o 23

U. Se Agricultural l\ﬁarketing.s.ervice and U, S. Bureau of the Census.
"Betimates of the Farm Population of the United States, April 1950 to
Ap;il 1954." Farm Population, Series Census-AMS (P-27; No. 20. September 3,




- P -

~ Pauverns of Change in the Fam Population.--The farmm popuilation of
the United Sates has been characterizsd by a high degree of mobility
‘getween farm and nonfam areas, In almost every year since 1921 more than
2 million persons have moved to or from farms. In general, the movement
away from farms each ysar has been greater than the movement to farms. The
.only exceptions since World War I were the btrief periods during the
depression and immediately following the end of World War IT.

.The‘amount of movement to and from farms has varied during the years

for which data are avallable. In the 1920-30 decade there was an average
from-farm movement of nearly £ million persons per year and an average
to-farm migration of 1.3 million persons. In the next decade, the average .
migration away was considerably less -+ 1.5 million persons per year left
farms while the movement to farms averaged about the same as in the previous
decade~l.2 million. Between 19LO and 1950, the rate of migration away from
farms was greatly stepped up over that of the 1930-h0 decade while the rate
of migration to farms stayed about the same -~ 2.1 million per year moved
away frcm fams and an average of 1.2 million moved to farms. After 1950
an average of 1.8 million persons left farms each year while over 600,000
moved to farms each year. ' : ‘ Ci

~ In each period the net loss through migration was offset wholly or
largely by the excess of births over deaths occurring during the decade.
Between 1920 and 1930, natural increase averaged 485,000 a year. During
the decade of the 1930's, births exceeded deaths by about 385,000 per year
and the following decade by L0B,000. ‘Since 1950, births to ‘farm residents
have averaged sbout 590,000 and deaths about 195,000, resulting in an
average natural increase of about 35,000, :

. ps, a resulb of the migration and natural increase between 1920 and
1930, the. total farm population changed from 32.0 million to 3045 million.

_,.In 190, the fam population was about the same as it was in 1930, but in

1950 it was 25,1 million, or about 5.5 million lower than the previous
deeade. In April 1954, the farm population was about 21,890,000,

Availability of economic (or other) opportunities in nonfarm areas’
and the tides of technological progress in agriculture account for the
changing migration magnitudes, In the 1920-30 and 1940-50 decades, when
opportunities for nonfarm employment were avallable, and when mechaniza-
tion of farms was proceeding rapidly, neb migration from fams was high.
During the 1930~L40 decade;, on the other hand, when nonfarm employment
opportunities were less and when progress in mechanization was somewhat
retarded, many potential migrants remained on farms, and many who had
migrated returned from nonfarm areas. '

Migration from the farm population since 1950 has occurred among
all age groups of both sexes. The most striking changes have occurred
among those groups in which large migrations from the farm populatibn:are
usual when opportunities are available in the nonfarm economy.

2/ FARM PCPULATION. ' Series Census-AMS (P-27) No. 20, "Estimates of

tne Farm Population of the United Stabes, April 1950 to April 195kL."



The high rate of migration from fams has fended to result in a sopewhat
more favorable relationship of population t the fam rescurce bage in some
areas. 1n other areas, even though miigraticn has been heavy, the relation-
ship is still not particularly favorable. Medium HiFth rates among famm
people, 26 ver 1,000 in the South, and iow death rates, about 7 per 1,000
in the West, occurred in the year April 1953 to April 195L4. Population in
excess of that needed on farms is continualily being produced in most geo-

graphic areas.

Changes in Fam Ponulation, 1950-5h.--Marked changes occurred in farm

pepulation levels in most

areas of the United States between 1950 and 195k.

The population living on farms in the United States numbered about 21,890,000
in April 195k (table 1) compared with 25,058,000 in 1950, This drep in farm
nopulation between 1950 and 1954 represents a continuation of the longtime
downward trend which has reduced the number of farm residents to 13.5 percent
of the total pooulation (13,8 percent of the civilian population).

The country as a whole experienced a decrease of 12,6 percent in the
total number of persons living on famms between 1950 and 1954. There were
decreases in the fam population in all of the geographic divisions.
Decreases ranged from L percent in the Pacific Divisien to about 21 percert

in the West South Central

Division (table 3).

Even though the geographic divisions exverienced varying percentage
losses in farm population -dliring the L-year veriod, the relative distribu-
tion of the farm ponulation anong the divisions changed only slightly during

this period. In general,

changes affecting one geographic division in

recent years have been felt to greater or 1esser- extent in all the others.
Birth rates have risen and declined and risen again and rates of migration
from and to farms have varied in response to varying economic and other

conditions 'within -the-total economy. Moveent of the young men from farms
to the Armed Forces increased at the time of the Koremn situation. Retun

of discharged veterans to
tions for cessation of hos

the farm population was noted as soon as negotia-
tilities were begun. Regionally, the South had

just about half of the farm population in 195k, the West and the Northeast

each had about 9 perecent,
32 percent (table 2).

afid- the North Central Region had the remaining
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Tatle 2.-_“Pergentagei digtribution of the famm population, for
- > geographic divisions and regions, 1920-5i

Loy

: 3 s ! N .
" Area < 21920 1/: 1930 1/ : 1940 L/ s 195 1/ s 295k 2/
: H 3 3 o
t Percens Percent Percent Percent Percent

. N . I .

United States......iv.et 100,0 -~ 10040 100.0 - 100,0° ~  100.0 -

“ Regions ¢ '

. Nor‘bheast svsancsaneu? 8.0 ?QB 799 BQLL 8.8 ¥
North Central cecoes.t  3L.8 1ali 30,6 319 32.4
South socesecesssansetr 5363 53.6 c3.7 51.1: Lo.8
Wes’b ;e---u--nnnulousol : 609 7.5 748 8,6 900

. Geographilec divisions 1

© New England eseoevenaa? . 2,0 1.9 2.0 2.0 2.0
Middie AtlantiCecovsoz - 6,055 . . 5eb 5e9. 6. 6.8
East North Central ..: ~15.5 C 1he? 15,2 16.3 1740
West North Central ..t - 16:3 16,7 15.L 15.6 15.4
South Atlantic seseeet 20,3 19.k 19.8 20,2 20,5
Fast South Central...: 16,4 167 17.3 17.2 o 1649
West South Central.,.t 16.6 17.5 16,6 13.7 v 12.bh
Mountain cesnssren el Bo? 3,? 3.7 3‘.7 - 396
PaCific D.ni.ﬂelﬁﬁl.l‘ 302 . 3.8 hl; e h69 . 50’4

H

[ ’ 1
L

1/ United States Agricultural Marketing Service, "Fam Population, Annual
Estimates by States, Major Geographic Divisions, and Regions, 1920-50...and for
the United States, 1910-50." Washington, D. C. November 1953. Table 3.

2/ - United States estimates from Fam Population,’ Series Census-AMS (P-27),
Nos 20, "Estimates of the Farm Population of the United States, April 1950 to
April 195" and major geographic divislon and region estimates from 1954 Annual
Farm Population Survey of the Agricultursl Markeiting Service. _




Table 3.~Percentage chahge' in the, i‘grm"p'opulation, ror-geé'graphia
.o e divisions, reglons, and United States, selected
: pertods, 1920-54 o

: : : ? I .
Area . .3 1920-30 1/ 1 .1930-46 1/ : 19L0-50 1/ : 1950-5L 2/
1 3 : 3 '
¢ Perceny Percent Porcent Percemt
! _
United StateSesevererosad =15 © 0.1 -18,0 : -12,6
1 .

Reglons : 3 C ' .
Northeastooo--o'ancaolo: ""9.9 sﬁh "'1300 . —8.2
Worth Central susesesel ~5.7 -2.h ~1h.k c 0 -11,5
Sou-bh FRC I IO B B RN N seeaead ""h‘l o u2 ""2200 . . . ! '1h=8
West ..“.“.'.v..-.....: . 3.6 h.o —-9;,.]. "'8.5

Geographic divisions : :

NB‘W England Dl.‘llllll.‘ "‘9;2 8!3 -20.7 "1201
Middle Atlantic .s..eef -10.1 CLh - =10.3 =7.0
Fast North Central ...t  =9.l 3.0 <11.8 -940
West North Central ...: ~2.h -T.3 ~16.9 R 1
SOﬂth Atlartis ececoset —900 295 -16a6 . "'llql
Ezst South Central .s.: . -2.8 . 3.b -18.3 =1Ll
West South Central ...t = 6 “B.3 -32.3 =20.6
Mountain eeeseanseenest -3.1 -2.2 -17.1 o oAab3
Pacific Il‘lo..ll--llng 1101 10.2 . "2!6 ' -hte
‘ N _

[

1/ United States Agricultural Marketing Service, “Farm Population,Annual
Estimates by States, Major Geographic Divisions, and Regions, 1920_-;5/ ~.and for
the United States, 1910-50." Washington, D. C. November 1953. Table L.

2/ United States estimates from Farm Population, Series Census-AMS (P-87T),
No. 20, "Estimates of the Farm Population of the United States, Aprdl 1950 to

_April 1954" and major geographic divisions and region estimates from 195k Annual
Farm Population Survey of the Agricultural Marketing Service. ;
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Tabie 5.--Annual estimates of the farm population, number of persons
moving to and from farms, and rate of change through
: ‘migration, United States, 1920-5 S

: £ 2 .
3 Farm s Change through migration and change in Rate of
" Year  : population, : - classification of residemce 1/ ¢ change
. April 1 v 1 -t ¢ through ,
L ' 3 "~ Net s To farms : From farme 3 migration 2,-’_
. Thousands  Thcusands Thousands  Thousands . Percent
9Lk : 21,890 .
1953 ¢ 22,679 -1,171 675 -1,8L6 ~502
1952 2h, 283 1,996 528 -2,82h -8:2
1950  :  2h,160 -271 . 6L3 -1l ~ked
195 &+ 25,058 -1, 302 597 -1,899 =542
9+ 25,95 © ~1,31h - 995 -2,309 ~Sal
198 ¢+ 25,903 ~371 1,171 o -1,542 . ~l.k
w9k o+ 27,12L 41,686 1,006 - =2,702 - ~6.2
196 26,483 151 1,768 1,617 26
L8 ¢ 25,295 864 2,585 -1,721 3.b
19kl ¢ 25,495 -56L 916 -1, 480 ~242
71943 i 26,681 o =1,563 1,095 -2,658 -5.9
19kl s 30,273 0 -1,h2k - 822 . =2,2h6 =hsT
19L0 30,547 -633 696 -1,329 -2,1
19% ¢ 30,840 -703 819 S .1,522 0 =243
1938 - @ 30,980 -5hs 823 -1, 368 1.8
193+ 3,266 -661 872 1,533 ¢ =21
193 ¢ 31,737 - -834 719 «1,553 S =266
1935 32,161 -799 828 -1,62L -2.5
193k .+ 32,305 -527 . 783 -1,310 1.6
1933 32,393 .. -463 970 = =1,433 ~1.h
1932 : 31,388 607 1,826 -1,219 L9
193 s 30,8L5 156 1,918 -1,762 - L5
1930 ¢ 30,529 -61 1,985 -2,0l6 =2
1929 + 30,580 -L77 - 1,604 ~2,081 . ¢ ~l.6
1928 30,548 -h22 1,698 . - -2,120 -l
1927 . @ 30,530 -L57 1,705 ~2,162 -1.5
1926. H 303 gre . =907 1, h27 "'2, 33,-1 =209
1925 1. 31,190 -702 1,33  ° -2,038 ~243
192, o+ 31,177 87 1,581 -2,068 “1.6
1923 '+ 3,h90 -807 1,355 -2,162 -2,6
1922 @ 32,109 . =<1,137 1,115 -2,252 =345
1921 - 323123 R . -56,4- . ' 759 -1,323 ‘ ; ~148
1920 ¢ 31,97k S 560 -896 . -1l

y Tncludes allowance for change through change in classification of
residence. For 1930-1939 ‘gstimates were made of these changes by comparison
of farm data from the Censuses of Agriculture 1930, 1935 and 1940. This
type of change was not estimated for other years. (See Table 5.) :

_2/ -R-a'he expressed as percentage of population at beginning of period,

by D0

------
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Note on Method of Developing Farm Population Estimates.--The
foregoing tables contain estimates derived from four principal sources.
Thess ares (1) Current Population Surveys (interviewj of the Bureau of
the Census from which the Census-AMS sstimates of the tctal farm population

of the United States are cderived; (2) Annual Surveys cf +he Farm Pepulation

(mailed questionnaire) of the Agricultural Marketing Service from which the
geographic distribution and components of change in the farm population are
derived; (3) decemial population censuses; and (L) other related data.

A complete technical statement on the metheds used in estimating
components of change in the farm population is being prepared and will be
available in 1955. The statement will contain recent analyses of the
adequacy of data obtained in the Annual Farm Population Survey.

Limitations.of the Estimates.--The following statement can be made -
about the estimates in the tables included in this report. ‘Data for geo-
graphic areas are based on mailed questionnalre survey data tied to bench-
mark figures from censuses and. adjusted to total estimates of farm popula-
tion obtained from enumerative sample surveys. The reliability of any
geographic subdivision estimate is therefore dependent upon the size of
the sample on which it was based and the represeniativeness of retuins

- from the mailed gquestionnaire survey. It is also dependent on the

correspondence and closeness of the sample and benchmark dates.

Estimates for the géographic divi sl ons resulting from the mailed

questionnaire survey data, particularly those for which the sample was

relatively small should be used with caution. This factor is important

in analyzing the components of change in the farm popwlation and especially
in eppraising any changes occurring from one year to another. The relia-
bility of year to year changes is more limited than the reliability of
comparisons over a period of severd years. A4lso, figures for areas that
contain relatively large populations with marginal farm connections:may be -
subject to greater error than those for other divisions, even for beanch=-
mark dates. P T o : . i I

Number of famms reported on in anmual mailed questionnaire,
- farm population survey, 1954

Area _ . April 195L
United States ' 91,26L
Geographic divisions _

New England - 8L0.
Middle Atlantie , - B,567
~ East.North Central . 15,709

West North Central ' | 25,583

South Atlantic ' 10,022

East South Central 10,548

West South Central -~ . 9,30hL

Mountain : 7,385

Pacific ‘ 3, 306
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Related Reports '

Among the principal'relleases of the fermer Bursau of Agricultural
Eeonomics issued: bince 1939 which contain farm popul: tion estimates
for geographic areéas are: ,

Farm Populabion Ebtimates, United States, and Majo:» Geographic
Divisions, 1910-02, November 19L2,

O T L 2 P

Farm Populatien Estimates, United States, and ¥Major Geograp\hic
Divisions; 1910-19u6, June 1546, ' .

Parm Population Estimates, United States, and Major Geographic
T Divisions, 19L0-19L7, Statves ;2&0—].9&3,_ Kugust 19L7. ° .

Farm Population Estimates, {specified date) containing current
+estinates issted from time to time.

Es{",ima'l:.es in those rcleases are of historical interest onlys * ""5_‘_
they are superseded by the estimates in this report. '

Other related reports include FFarm Population, Annuzl Estimates
by States, Major Geographic Divisicns, and Regions, 1920-50 +...and
for the United States, 191.0-50" prepared in the Agricultural
Marketing Service. This report contains estimates comparabls to
estimates in'this relsase. The cooperalive relecses of the former
Bureau of Agricultural Ecoromics and the Bureau of the Census in
Farm Population; Series Census-BAE, now called Censug=AMS (P-27),
contain current eéstimates of the distribution of the total farm
population of the country by age, seX, 1aber-forece status, and
other relatéd maderidl, =' - S i

Fams and Farm People, & special cooperative report of the former
Bureau of Agricultural Economics and the Burean of the Census, cch-
tains data on' thécharacteristics of the papulation in farm-operator
households, by econamic class of farm (based on 1950 Censuses of
Population and Agriculture}, as well as 2 discussion of the defini-
tions of fam population and farm-operator household population.

The various Census of Population publications of the Bureau of the
Census contain detailed data on the characteristics and .geographic
distribution of the rural-farm population. In addition, certain of N
the Current Population Reports, partieularly those in Series P-20, “x
P.5g, and P~80, published by the Bureau of the Census, contain

curcent estimates relative to the charanteristics of the rural~farm
population of thg eountry. ‘
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