bulv;aﬂ: in .the . Qld.

Jommmn 5 apple economy

‘It houses an: army of ° 1100‘3
Bahamlan and" Amerlcan mi-j -

ple grower's. biggest orgamzed
labor pool. ° :
L.ast year.its werkers pmked

305 ‘million. bushels, a third" of

the state’s total production, in
a - 5-¢county “belt which juts

mto nerghbormg West Vlr-'

ginia, -
Growers Prohd of Camp

.By 7 a’clock each’ MOrning,
crews from the Winchester La-
bor. Camp are fanning.out-by
truck, bus and. ear into-the
long swath of orchard country
that stretches from. Charles
Town, W. Va, to. Front Reyal;
Va. By.. sundown they stream
back into- the carnp

of‘tlus Shen:| G 0
mdoah _Vailey commumty is & it

'-ers‘.consmer it b
i glant housing.
-In 1952, the Assoc1atlon be—'

dant. plekers—the Vlrglma ap- gan: to: replace the dllapldated

Wworld “War IT “grain. bin”

.‘shacks, a legacy of the war:

time farm manpower, program
With .new - cement- block com-
pounds..

< "Toddy 4l -of the 800 Ba
hamlans and  more . than 40
per’ cent. of _fhe. American
‘migrants at Winchester live in

{the drab- but. fireproof anﬂ.

sanitary” compounds )
C“Ifs. a good eamp,” better

than most,”? said’ ‘Estella Banks,

who , hag been' coming  morth
with hér family from Pehokee,
Fla, to pick fruit and vege-
tables-for .27 of her 42 years.
< “Sure, .there's  dlways ‘Toom

. Hor. improvement,” ‘added . I.

i .touﬂhcst Jobs. in acfrmulture
o FE takes ar strong back, aﬂd a
{1 discerning - eye, tramed to ‘58
leet- fruit. of Jl.lSt the nght
"size and color L oy

V:Job Takes Strong Men L

The pmker works in trees
on ladders! rangmg from eight
to ‘24" feet “in ‘height, “A -pail,
| which, holc‘ls 22 pounds:-when
.:nlled is * slung  froin “his
shoulders on & harness Ilke
[contraption. .

1f’s ot like p1ck1ng beans
and - tomatoes,” said - J. B.
Moore, manager of the Win-
chester eamp “It takes young,
-|strong men.’ .

“That is why the Appalachxan
growers prefer Bahamian la-
bor to .American .migrants.
The: Bahamians are all males
‘who have been given rigorous
physmal exaniinations before
lgaying Nassau. and ‘again: on
arrival in this country. - °

' boromes 111" no one 1s 1nter
,-ested i’ the condmon of h1s
1 healti;

-

Last ,Thulsday Bllly Bell
a mlorant pleker from KlSSl

mee, Fla., d1ed of a typhoid 1 in-f:

fectlon at Wmchester Hospltal

Six other members of his crew|

were aIso strlcken o o

The ~seven  workers, " all
Florida . ang, Norih . Carolina
Negroes, came to Winchester
from ‘a -camp near -Chambers-
burg, Pa., where it -is believed
they caught the disease. from| -
a coniaminated well, :

- Unlike 'the Bahamian, the

Ainerican mldrant brin“S his|

wife- and children and the
problems - of- famxly heuse
keeping.

Growers maintain that the
American workers, mainly Ne-

groes from Florida, Alabama|

and North Carolina, are lower
producers - than the foreign
workers. . -, -

Flgures compued by the

! ‘Bahamas Government showed
that the 1slanders averaged
854 a week durmg the 1915 &
‘| month pxckmg seas‘on “Ameri-
can’ migrants earned 25 to 30
per cent. Ievs

Both werée paid at the pre :
vailing 12-cent-a-bushel rate

Bahamians come to-
chester bn' chartered ‘bises.
The- Amerlcan n'ngrants travel
in the back of their crew
ieaders . truck -or .in second
hand school buses

Other Camps in Area :

Al Baham1ans in this coun-
try are. covered by workmens
compensation znd+ »of/f-:the-.job
hglth - insureance, gularanteed
by their = governthent,
chester is the only labor camp
in, Virginia . which provides
Blue Cross and Blue Shield
insurance to Amerlcan rm

Jefferson’ .County; . W.
'|just. across:thé. State line.

In addltton to the Wmches—
there, .are half a;
dozen ‘privately- operated

through the northern
chlan ared;. : R
The: largest of these 1§ in. &1,
vast orchard owned by “Sen., |
Harry - ¥. - Byrd - D. -Va‘) '}n_’i

Nearly 200 ‘Amierican. ml»"_
grants dre housed-in two 50-|,
room. cinderblock” compounds

at the Byrd-camp: There are|

two recreation halls “and -cen-

tral cookmg facilities for mi-

grant “housewives. .- .
Virginia farm placement of

{ficial§, conslder. the "facility.
" |superior . to most' migr“ant‘

housing. .- -

B. Beverley Byrd- the bena—
tor's son,. supervises the two
-orchards at Charles Town and
Berryville which produce 1.5
million bushels of apples an-|:
nually .

“We'd like to see 1deal con-
ditions just as much as any-|
one elge,” said Byrd. “Qur two
crews have been coming back
to us for six and sight years.
We're  trying! to. provide the

grant gquarter s scattered

best we can.”




