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‘ At | ~ine
_nurse questmns. Every few seconds .-

*.she wipes her. dripping nose¢ Wlth thi
back of her hand.

i+ A safety’ pm at‘tached to her blue '_ :

‘and’ yéllow stnped,-shlrt keeps'hér
faded sblue “pants”;
 waist. On cold winter
' w1thoutsocks ' ;
Ex1stence is this woman s prlOl‘l-‘

On tlns partlcular day, exlstence
reqmres medical care — care that
has been neglected for the most part
.in the past.

It isn't a prlorlty until they are

xck ' said Alice Segovia, an L.V. N '

at the Guadalupe Clinic.

" The woman is one of the homeless :

of Lubbock ~ probably a+*couch per-
_ son,” explained Ms. Segovia.

p around : her

are Homeless:”

who lacks & fixed nighttime place of
residence, said Ms. Segovia.”

to ;Dr.- Porntip’ ‘hungchansat the
clinic’s full-time physician. . -

sary ‘for-their life ﬂrst " sald Mrs.

. Chungchansat

“They’re used- to Iwmg and suf-
fering with whatever symptoms they
have,” said Ms.  Segovia. “They .

i might have had this illness for four

to six years. It' s ]ust away of life for
them " ,
' ‘See CLINIC 2C

after, mght and _never T ahze they" o

;:homeiess person ‘is :someone -

When survwal is ‘foremost in the ‘
_'homeless mind; medlcal .care and;
.personal hygiene. aren’t pnorltles In -~
' factythey're often ignored, accordmg.

HThe nature of poor. people is that
they. have to- get whatever is neces-

y

ing," Yenecia sald “My parents had
o .education.” There’s no.incentive
for education when: (migrants) live
day—to-day ‘They mlght make $40 or
$50 a day- .and 'then m:ght not make
any money for months _

%1f 'we came' home from school " at 4 p’clock. in' the morning;’it was a
speakmg Enghsh it wag like a bad - good hour’s’ walk to.the field. We'd
word We were confused as to what have to start cuttmg asparagus right

chopl was a piénic:’t- :
“If Veriecia wanted to- attend c]ass-
s, he:had -to complete his day’s
hare of plckmg first. .

ar’ ative language was: But for me _
" clothes ‘—-work clothes..on.- ‘to)

“school bus, which drove dlrectly pas
In one location, “We had to get up- :

When you have to go-to six, seven .vestmg' in- our lmPOFtﬂﬂt resourc
~schools in“a’ year “and sometlmes m . : See VENECIA GG

away "

school . clothes. .. He, took the work.
clothes off before he’d. get on ‘the':

the field. :
4T loved’ school but I had to work
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‘enecia uses firsthand lmo 1 e to b attle homele ss’
Continued L L Venecra recovers from burn-out : g : : ; : ;

i we're going.to spend billions of dol-, “hy travelmg ~.to parks -in Ohio, Ken—
lar§making prisons. We're going to’ - tucky and Tennessee “Then T come
hdve to make room for the guys we - back,and: I’m fresh and ready to go.-

_ neglected in the -’70s.and -’80s.-The. ‘But there -are t:mes when it’s a real
abuse surfaces,: the same: abuse they ;struggle.” :
Suffered.” - L g " When a group of cllents voluntari-
MTwo pieces of stamless steel hold-‘ ' ly spend three 10-hour days plaster- :
ing'Venecia’s spine together are evi- - ing and painting GESC’s. worn of- -

i dence -of - another form of abuse. . fices, ‘it makes Venecia’s struggles
i Years. of stoopmg over rows of bud-. seem'less wearing. He is like a proud
difg- onions, ~using-a tiny hoe - to - father showing off the stuccoed walls
scrateh them out of the ground’s sur- - of his office.-His mood shifts to defi-
fapé fractured his spme. “Bend hke'_-. ant tones when he ‘points to the peo-
that- “constantly,’ ‘and - the  :spine.--ple ‘he $aid should be helping GESC
breaks. The knowledge that' they-:'- the community at large, “We are
(migrants). made. money (based on a community organization. The com-’
amounts hoed) led to mampulation_ munity :should be here, donating
and -abuse. You'd see ‘the sun go . time, vo}unteermg a dolIar or two,”. -
“down. and you'd' try to hurry. You . he said. . -
whuld go until your back was numb. DeAnn Be]I is one person who dld :
Back in California, - they have ouf- - get-involved - through her church,.
Iawed the use of the short hoe. A lot -Agape United ‘Methodist. She said
of women'had miscarriages because - she used to gripe about not having-
of the strain. ‘Youw'd see people drop enough ‘money - for ‘new household -
irtthe fields,” Veneeia said. : " items. Then she met Venecia and re-’

" 2'Recounting’ his story in his har- alized, “I dido’t need anythmg It's’
row but’ prwate office at 1416 First so easy to get caught up in our-own
St., 'Veneciaisin a suit. If he were in " lives. T feel ‘guilty, especially when
a‘session with shelter residents, he’d I'm around Louie. He lives his job."
be in blue jeans. But workmg with: . . .“When'he speaks, you know he’s
the homeless takes more. than ]ustl- ;feeling .what.'he says. .There are
dressing for the part, he said. : times Loilie has given up part of his
* “You have to'understand the lan- “:own life for the people he works with.
guage of the natives before you can: ‘He helps them get self-esteém when
help them: I have to reach inside of .- ‘they-have low. self-esteem - becaus
them.. We're ‘talking about -deep in - their ‘world  has bottomed ~out~on
the jungle, where it's really bad.””..” - .‘them, » Ms. Bell said."

i
|
|

“+*'Venecia - catapulted -out' of - the'i-'- -4 give them’ optlons L.don't give
o C e o -dank recesses_of his life at.17, 'when them advice.'I expect | thHem to be re- : : ‘ G
Cate T T he was old .enough to escape his fa-.. ‘sponsible; to create a ‘core plan. i1 I RO R RN L - . E _ A-d Photo/james Granger-5 | | 1.0

o ther s alcoholic tirades. He spert five . We're - ‘helping*-them - help ,_them-_'
1 years in the' ghettos of Indian Town," ‘selves,” ¥ Venecia said. -+
Fla., where he was a Florida Farm - “My parents used to say, ‘Every
Worker s Council outreach" -worker - mmd is a different world.’ It’s Iike
- and sometxme-punchmg bag for'pro- - saying - pemclllm can cure _every-. s
vpectlve ‘clients “and ‘drug.peddlers, i : i
! necia eventually ‘moved ‘to’ Ohio,”
* . where the Ohio Hispanic Institute of ‘
o Opportunity helped ° hlm obtam ‘his -

that we’ ve done that here to a certam to be successful you have to see th&
‘degree,” 7. 4 i edge.’I had an advantage 1 wasf-
“In order for thlS type of pro]ect there.”.,".' R

‘" planned and devised according to the-.;
of mdmdual _populations and .
. i beheve

© e bt e

(GED) and | go on toa two-year busr— N
ness ‘school. . P

" But he- couldn’t stay away from :
the social services arena. He worked -
in a program similar, to GESC's in
Ohlo “‘As far'back as I can remem- -
ber T've been doing some kind of .
counseling. I'm the kind of person
that when people tell me- they're .
hurtmg, I feel it myself. I'm not a
very religious person; my wife has
accused me of not bellevmg in God.
I!'m much more interested in physi-
caily helping people than going to
church and saying, ‘God, please help
- these poor people,””’ Venecia said.
" Venecia started at GESC in 1987
as an outreach worker. He moved to
Lubbock because, as the geographi-
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“and. somet1me-punchmg bag foripr

- I-m muchi rriore interested in physn—

" comes closest to being a hometow

- ers;” he. sald:
4 He fotnd a'sur plus‘of people'to fill -

B Jems’ haven’t: Shelter- workers: have',

- pauses. “We’ve had suicides. .

same ! says alot for h1m " she saxd‘

the jungle; where it's really bad.”.

-* Venecia . catapulted -qut "of - the :

‘dank recesses of his life at 17, when
he was old. endugh to escape his fa-.
ther s alecholic tirades.. He spert five
years in the’ ghettos of Indian Town
Fla., where he was a Florida Farm
Worker s - Coimncil -qitredch” work

J)ectlve ‘¢lients and “drug peddlers.
‘enecia-eventually moved. to’ Ohio,:*
where theiOhio Hispanic- Institute of
Opportunity - helped ‘him obtain ; ‘his

% But. he couldn

in-a program slmllar to’ GESC sin;
Ohlo “As far'back as I can remem-
ber T've ‘been” doing "some kind - ‘of ;
counseling. T'm: the kind of person,

“ that “when people ‘tell. me they're
hurtmg, I.feel it myself I'm- not a:

very rehglous ‘person; my’ wife has
accused nie ‘of not behevmg in God.

cally he]pmg people: than’ going to’
church and saying, ‘God, please help
‘these poor-people;’* Venecxa said

-+ Venecia’ started at GESC: in":1987 +
as an‘outreach worker. He' moved to -
Lubbock because, as the geographi-:
ca] center. of his childhood travels, jt

. GESC's 'small: corps: of - oiitreach :
dnd - administrative | workers ' carry ..
out’the homeless program, hiomeless :
migrant program and migrant pro--
gram. Venecia’s outreach job started -
with: identifying. the: homeléss. “The
t'rrst thing 1. did . was “just’ dnve
i vii' to, the: old emp!oyment

office,. ‘the'

the 10-unit sheIter and  a*deficit of
time to see potential clients; ‘An’ 8o0-
hourl workweek . ‘was *standard.;
'Phough ‘fhie " “hours - Venecia “works’

have dwmdled since he moved info -

his cirrent: post a year ago, the prob-.

his: home! number if -they ‘need-to
make one of those 11'p.m. emergen-*
cy calls.:
~+ “Thegé people have a multlphclty

 ofproblems: We’re humiar resource | -
e havé to know- ‘where |

speciali
everything i They 're not’ just:com-
ing here- for food stamps, A woman

- was rape ‘ati14 and had rxever toid
. anyone —‘she told me.”

‘A client walks in needmg lmmedt-

: ate medical care. Venecia spends the’

next chunk of his’ ‘day in"a hosp1tal
emergency-room. *“When you get in~
digents; there’s a hlgher riskof can:’
der, high blood sugar, diabetes. Cli- "
ents can be very hostile. I go from
Heing “assaulted to bemg thanked./
Then I find some so depressed, they
are_so - far . from “my reach.”

{.“We have people. that. ]ust hate

‘themse!ves Drugs have turned- de-

cent * 'women into prostitutes, - and’
there are a'16t more male prostitutes
than people would believe, There are”
people with AIDS that don’t care, We -
see a'lot. of teen runaways. But most -
of the people we'see are families.”

!+ When former elient Susan Guz-.

.man brought her famlly to GESC,

she ‘was frightened.. I didn't knuw

' what to expect:I had kids; 1 was liv-.

mg there (at’ the shelter) and work-:
ing.. I was: havmg a hard time. Peo-:
pde-‘usually. don't-want to listen.”:
\{enecna did.:“He eame and:visited

_with us. He'would check in and see if

they (clients) needed anything, gro-:
ceries. If they: needed a couple dol--
lars he would give it to them,”,: - | A
e Joyce Loper, the Nexghborhood
House service coordmator describes -
Vénecia’s commitment in one word."

- ‘Impassioned.: When you’re:in the

frenches so lofig). you get burn-out.:

- Louie can talk you into anything, He

will call-aboit: someone’ we : ]ust

: h;elped and he'll say ‘Oh, but Joyce’

£ You just can’t help but catch the
enthu51asm. I think the fact' that he
has.been in - this field for-so’ long and
his: . dedication’; level. “remains the:

"> The Umted States Iaunched Ear]y
Blrd the first commercial commum-
catlons satelhte in 1965 ‘

.'them,” Ms. Bell said.: -
-] give them optlons T don't give
;:'them advice.’I expect them to be re-
‘sponsible; to - create : a :core- plan.
= 'We're - helping® them help them-
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selvés,” Venecia said..

mind is a different; ‘world.” It’s like

saymg pemclllm ccan cure every-

VMY WK

Loule Venecla'- far
‘My parents’ ‘used to say, ‘Every :

_serv1ces pregram needs to be

ight, talks to clien

body But some people‘are al]erglc.
An educational program or a social "

't stay way: from :
the social services arena: He worked - X

He“




