
iii infection may require a major com-
mitment of resources if this public
health challenge is to be met.
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potentially eradicable,. TB remains en-
demic in disadvantaged US populations
such 88 migrant farm workers.

Previous studies have shown the
prevalence of Mycobacterium ~
loN infection to range from 37% to 48%
among migran~ workinf in Delaware,
Maryland, and Virginia. .We found an
even higher prevalence of M tubemAlo-
Ii.! infection among migran~ in Frank-
lin County, Pennsylvania, in 1988.

Study.-For ~ning, we c:h~ a
convenience sample of migran~ living
in the two largest camps. Of the 138
camp residen~, 78 (57%) were inter-
viewed. Of the 78 in~rviewed, 5 (6%)
had a history ofTB or positive skin test
resul~ and were not ~sted. The re-
maining 73 migrants were given 5 U of
purified protein derivative intrader-
maily and were assessed 48 hours later
for reactions. Two patien~ were Im-
available for follow-up. Of the remain-
ing 71 migran~, 37 (52%) had induration
of greater than 5 mm at the injection
site, indicative of M tu.bercu.Lo.U in-
fection.

As expected, the prevalence of M ~
bemdo3i8 infection incre.ased with age
(Table). The 47% prevalence ofinfection
among persons aged 15 to 34 years is
particularly striking and is similar to
results reported for VIrginia in 1984..

Of 18 migrants from Caribbean
islands, 15 (83%) had positive skin
test resu1~ compared with 18 (46%) of
39 African-American patients born in
the United States and 3 (27%) of 11
Mexican migrants. The prevalenl'e of
positive skin test results remained
higher among Can"bbean migranb after
stratification for age (Mantel-Haen67~1
weighted relative risk, 2.0; 95% confi-
dence in~rva1, 1.2 to 2.5). Males and
females had similar ra~s of infection.

Comment. -These data confirm earl-
ier reports of high prevalence of TB in-
fection among migrant farm workers. If
untreated, the high prevalenl'e of TB
among young adults will ensure that
this disease accompanies the migrant
population into the future. Persistence
ofTB among this highly mobile popula-
tion could make elimination of TB im-
possible in the nation as a whole. The
special needs of migrants and their con-
tinued high prevalence of .W tubercula.

Tuberculosl. Among Migrant
Firm Workers

1b the Editor.-'I11ere were nearly
23 000 new cases of tuberculosis ('tB)
and more than 1600 TB deaths in the
United States during 1987.\ Although

Mycobacterium IubercukJsis Infection Among Migrant FanT1 Vft)~ers in Franklin County, P8nnsytvania.
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